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The “cost” in the title of this report carries a profound weight. 
It reflects not only the human suffering endured by women and 
girls in crisis contexts but also the global failure to invest ade-
quately in gender-specific interventions. As of November 2024, 

This is not only a 
funding gap but a failure to prioritise the systemic change nec-
essary to address inequality at its root.

Despite these challenges, women and girls continue to lead—
rebuilding communities, advocating for rights, and dismantling 
systemic barriers. Their stories, gathered through field research, 
form the backbone of this report. At WeWorld, we work with 
those too often marginalised—both geographically and social-
ly—ensuring their voices are heard and amplified. These testi-
monies highlight not just their struggles but their remarkable 
courage and resilience. Recognising and supporting their lead-
ership is not optional; it is vital to achieving lasting change.

Engaging men and boys as allies is equally critical. Gender 
equality cannot be achieved in isolation—it requires the collec-
tive effort of all members of society to challenge harmful norms 
and build inclusive communities. 

As this report demonstrates, addressing gender inequality 
in humanitarian crises is not merely about responding to im-
mediate needs—it is about seizing the opportunity to create 
transformative change. By investing in the leadership, agency, 
and potential of women and girls, we can build futures that are 
equitable, inclusive, and resilient. The findings and recommen-
dations outlined here demand urgent action from governments, 
donors, and humanitarian actors alike. 
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CHAPTER 1.  
The Gendered and  
Generational Consequences  
of Humanitarian Crises
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factors such as armed conflicts, polit-
ical instability, economic collapse, and 
social issues. This complexity makes it 
challenging to address these situations 
effectively or deliver a one-size-fits-all 
response. In many cases, countries face 
overlapping aspects of a crisis; while 
recovering from one critical event, they 
may begin to confront another, perpet-
uating the state of emergency.

Moreover, some crises receive uneven 
levels of international attention and 
media coverage. Crises in regions with 
lower geopolitical significance, often 
deemed less strategically important, may 
struggle to attract media focus, leading 
to limited global awareness and a re-
duced likelihood of receiving substantial 
aid (NRC, 2018).

 
As these ongoing crises persist, main-
taining the momentum necessary to ad-
dress them effectively becomes difficult. 
This often results in a sense of fatigue 
or resignation within the international 
community, leading to reduced funding, 
waning interest, and diminished sup-
port—all of which exacerbate the suffer-
ing of affected populations (World Con-
cern, 2024; Integral Alliance, 2024).

Some humanitarian crises, such as 
those in Syria, Yemen, or Somalia, are 
no longer mere emergencies. Instead, 
they evolve into chronic, structural, and 
stagnant conditions where multiple fac-
tors intersect and compound one an-
other. These circumstances exacerbate 
existing vulnerabilities and impede ef-
forts to secure basic human rights and 
access to essential services, particularly 
for those in the most vulnerable con-
ditions, such as women and children 
(World Concern, 2024).

Trends and Figures

Civilians today face unprecedented challenges due to a record 
number of armed conflicts, which have resulted in widespread 
atrocities. The year 2024 stands out as one of the most bru-
tal in recent memory for those caught in these conflicts, and 
without urgent intervention, 2025 could prove even more 
catastrophic (OCHA, 2024). By mid-2024, nearly 123 million 
people had been forcibly displaced due to conflict and vio-
lence, marking the twelfth consecutive year of increase (ibid.).

The global food security crisis is equally alarming, with over 280 
million individuals experiencing acute hunger (ibid.), and projec-
tions for 2025 suggest that 130 to 140 million people will face 
famine (FEWS, 2024).

Meanwhile, the climate crisis continues to exacerbate glob-
al challenges. In 2024, the world’s average temperature 
exceeded the 1.5°C warming threshold, intensifying the 
frequency and severity of disasters with devastating conse-
quences for millions of lives and livelihoods (Climate Coper-
nicus, 2025). In 2023 alone, 363 weather-related disasters 
impacted at least 93.1 million people, resulting in thousands 
of fatalities and approximately 26.4 million internal displace-
ments (OCHA, 2024). 

Data also highlight the profound impact of crises on human 
well-being. In crisis-affected countries, life expectancy is six 
years below the global average (67 compared to 73), over 25% 
of the population is undernourished, and only half have access 
to improved sanitation facilities (ibid.).

By mid-2024, 

nearly 123 million people 

, 

marking the twelfth 

consecutive year of increase
(OCHA, 2024)

1. 
Global Humanitarian 
Crises at a Glance
By 2025, it is estimated that 305.1 
million people across 72 countries will 
require urgent humanitarian assistance 
and protection as multiple crises 
escalate, profoundly affecting those 
impacted (OCHA, 2024). The Southern 
and Eastern Africa region is the hardest 
hit, with 85 million people in need, 
while the Middle East and North Africa 
closely follow, with 59 million requiring 
assistance. In West and Central Africa, 57 
million individuals are in need, while Asia 
and the Pacific report 55 million. Latin 
America and the Caribbean account for 
34 million individuals in need of support, 
and Europe continues to have 15 million 
people requiring aid (ibid.).

 

Such crises deprive people of essential 
living conditions, including access to wa-
ter, food, shelter, medical care, and ed-
ucation (Humanitarian Coalition, 2013; 
Malteser International, 2022).

Humanitarian crises result in system-
ic violence, loss of life, displacement, 
and widespread damage to societies, 

economies, and the environment. They 
lead to human rights violations and ex-
acerbate pre-existing vulnerabilities. 
Over recent decades, it has become 
increasingly difficult to establish clear 
definitions and boundaries for human-
itarian crises due to their nuanced and 
complex nature. Many crises are mul-
tifaceted, involving a combination of 

By 2025, it is estimated 

that 305.1 million  
people across 72 countries 

(OCHA, 2024)

Types of Humanitarian Crises

Various concepts have been developed to distinguish different types of hu-
manitarian crises based on their underlying causes. The most common clas-
sification differentiates between “natural disasters,” “man-made disasters,” 
and “complex emergencies,” which represent a combination of the first two.

, such as earthquakes, typhoons, droughts, 
floods, and other extreme weather events, involve sudden and 
destructive changes in the environment caused by naturally oc-
curring physical phenomena, often referred to as natural haz-
ards (EEA, 2004). Natural hazards are multifaceted, and their 
humanitarian impact can vary significantly depending on the 
nature of the event triggering the crisis.

, by contrast, are caused by human be-
haviour and actions. Examples include wars, armed conflicts, 
terrorism, nuclear disasters, plane or train crashes, environ-
mental pollution, and technological hazards (Humanitarian 
Coalition, 2013).

 are defined as humanitarian crises oc-
curring within a country, region, or society where there is a 
complete or substantial breakdown of authority due to internal 
or external conflict. These crises necessitate an internation-
al response that exceeds the capacity of any single country’s 
programme (IASC, 1994). Complex emergencies are typically 
marked by extensive violence, large-scale displacement, sig-
nificant security risks, and a need for substantial humanitarian 
assistance.
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2.1. 
Gender Inequality in Employment 
and Economic Vulnerabilities in Humanitarian Crises

EMPLOYMENT 
AND ECONOMIC 
CHALLENGES

	• Women are often relegated to informal, low-wage, and unregulated 
jobs, limiting financial independence and perpetuating gender inequality.

	• Cultural norms and discriminatory practices create barriers to 
employment and fair pay.

	• Inadequate education and limited resources push women into 
informal work, restricting access to stable jobs.

	• 80% of jobs held by women globally are in the informal economy 
(WEF, 2024).

	• In low-income countries, 92% of women work in informal roles (ibid.).

	• Limited income opportunities and lack of social protection leave 
women vulnerable.

	• During humanitarian crises, women are at higher risk of falling 
deeper into poverty, struggling to access food, shelter, and 
healthcare (UN Women, 2013).

THE BURDEN 
OF UNPAID 
CARE WORK

	• A significant portion of women’s work involves unpaid care for 
children, the elderly, and people with disabilities.

	• 708 million women worldwide are unable to engage in paid work 
due to caregiving responsibilities (ILO, 2024).

	• Patriarchal norms frame caregiving as a woman’s “natural duty,” 
reinforcing gender roles (Jiménez Ruiz et al., 2018).

	• Humanitarian crises exacerbate women’s caregiving burden, 
especially when public services are disrupted.

	• With the loss of male family members, women must manage 
childcare, eldercare, and resource collection (food, water, firewood) 
alone (CARE International, 2018; Medair, 2019).

SURVIVAL 
STRATEGIES 
AND RISKS

	• Economic hardship forces some women into transactional sex, 
exposing them to violence, health risks, and exploitation (SLRC, 2016).

	• Others turn to illicit work, facing severe injuries, abuse, and legal 
consequences.

	• Female refugees are especially vulnerable due to economic hardships 
and employment barriers (UNHCR, 2020).

BARRIERS 
TO ECONOMIC 
EMPOWERMENT

	• Caregiving and survival activities reduce women’s ability to 
participate in education and employment programmes.

	• Time constraints and exhaustion prevent them from seizing 
economic opportunities.

	• Even when women engage in job programmes, they often receive 
lower wages than men or are assigned low-skill roles.

	• Women are frequently excluded from decision-making in economic 
and humanitarian initiatives (CARE International, 2018).

2. 
Intersectional Vulnerabilities: 
Women, Girls, and the Lasting 
Impact of Crises
During humanitarian crises, the most 
vulnerable groups are disproportionate-
ly affected, as their differing statuses 
and roles in society render them more 
susceptible to adverse impacts. 

 (ICRC, 2019; UNFPA, 2024). These 
effects not only have immediate conse-
quences but also an intergenerational 
impact. The trauma and hardships faced 
by children during crises can have last-
ing psychological, social, and economic 
consequences, limiting their ability to 

envision and build a better future. Ad-
ditionally, the struggles of mothers and 
caregivers during such times can affect 
their well-being, further entrenching 
cycles of poverty and trauma that are 
passed down to future generations.

This section examines some key areas 
to provide a macro-level analysis of the 
effects of humanitarian crises on women 
and girls, who continue to bear the brunt 
of these crises. Existing norms and prac-
tices rooted in patriarchal structures, 
which become more pronounced dur-
ing times of crisis, restrict their access 
to basic services such as water, sanita-
tion, shelter, healthcare, and education. 
These limitations make women and girls 

more vulnerable to violence, displace-
ment, and discrimination.

 This 
will help to promote their empowerment 
and ensure their active participation in 
decision-making processes.
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CHILDREN 
AS A HIGHLY 
VULNERABLE 
GROUP

	• During crises, children face increased risks of violence, exploitation, and abuse.
	• Limited access to food, shelter, healthcare, and essential services worsens their vulnerability.
	• Unaccompanied children are at high risk of trafficking, exploitation, and hazardous child labour 

(ILO, 2023).

CHILD 
RECRUITMENT 
IN ARMED 
CONFLICTS

	• Between 2005 and 2022, more than 105,000 children were verified as recruited into armed 
forces—with estimates as high as 300,000 (UNICEF, 2022).

	• 30–40% of child soldiers in some countries are girls (NRC, 2018a).
	• Children are forced into roles as combatants, spies, human shields, checkpoint staff, and 

servants (ILO, 2023).

GENDER-
SPECIFIC RISKS

	• Boys are often exploited for forced labour, combat, and criminal activities.
	• Girls face higher risks of sexual exploitation, forced marriage, and domestic servitude (SRSG-

CAAC, 2013).
	• Natural disasters increase child labour, especially among boys, as families rely on them for 

survival (ILO, 2017).
	• Countries affected by armed conflict have a 77% higher child labour rate than the global average (ibid.).

COERCION AND 
EXPLOITATION 
OF CHILD 
SOLDIERS

	• Some children are abducted, threatened, or coerced, while others join in exchange for money or 
benefits.

	• Recruited girls often serve as combatants and domestic workers, making them even more 
vulnerable to sexual violence and exploitation (ILO, 2023).

2.4. 
Protecting Children in Emergencies: The Impact of Crises on Children’s Safety

Insights from the 
ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024
 

As part of the consultation with 10,000 children from 41 
countries included in the ChildFund Alliance World Index 
2024, we asked children about their perceptions of war 
and crime, and how these issues might affect their ability 
to envision their future. Here’s what they told us.

•
A significant percentage of children (4 in 10) feel 
unsafe due to wars and crime, with
noticeable differences based on region:
47.8% of children in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia feel unsafe due to wars and crime.
This concern is higher in Africa and Latin America.

•
Children, particularly from Moldova, express height-
ened concerns about their future:
100% of children from Moldova see wars as the 
greatest threat.

Girls, in general, feel more concerned about wars 
than boys.

•
Nearly 90% of children in Central and West Africa see 
preventing child recruitment into war as a top priority.

•
Children with disabilities have a slightly more pessi-
mistic outlook on the possibility of living in a world 
without wars or crime.

•
Overall, children from various regions stress that 
their biggest priorities include ensuring they don’t 
have to live in war-torn areas.

•
 Children’s requests revolve around safety, protec-
tion from violence, and the end of discrimination.

THE IMPACT 
ON EDUCATION 
AND WELL-BEING

	• Over 473 million children—more than 1 in 6 worldwide—live in 
conflict-affected regions (UNICEF, 2024).

	• 85 million children in crisis-affected countries are out of school 
(ECW, 2025).

	• Among them:
	» 52% are girls;
	» Over 20% have functional difficulties;
	» Almost 17% are forcibly displaced.

	• Education extends beyond classroom lessons—it provides 
protection, socialisation, and critical life skills.

	• Schools promote hygiene, healthy eating, and sexual and menstrual health.
	• They offer a structured environment for physical and psychological 

development through learning, play, and social interaction.

	• Without access to school, children lose a safe environment, food, 
water, and social connections.

	• Between 2022 and 2023, there were over 6,000 attacks on schools 
and universities, and more than 1,000 were used for military 
purposes (GCPEA, 2024).

	• Such attacks:
	» Violate children’s right to education;
	» Lead to mass displacement and permanent school dropouts, 

especially for girls.

BARRIERS 
TO GIRLS’ 
EDUCATION

	• In countries like Afghanistan, Mali, and Niger, conservative social 
norms prevent girls from accessing education (World Vision, 2023).

	• In conflict-affected areas, girls are 2.5 times more likely than boys to 
be out of school (World Bank, 2017).

	• Assist with increased domestic responsibilities.
	• Protect them from gender-based violence, abduction, and gang 

activity (Kwauk et al., 2019).

2.3. 
The Impact of Conflict and Crises on Children’s Education and Safety
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The Intersection of Humanitarian Crises 
and Forced Marriage

 
During humanitarian crises, gender-based violence often 
manifests as child and forced marriages, practices deep-
ly rooted in cultural norms that disproportionately affect 
women and girls. These practices not only violate human 
rights but are also seen as coping mechanisms in times 
of hardship. 

 (Girls 
Not Brides, 2020).

Cultural beliefs and societal expectations play a signifi-
cant role in the prevalence of child marriage, particular-
ly during crises. In environments of economic instability, 
armed conflict, or natural disasters, early marriage is often 
viewed as a survival strategy for families. Within these 
communities, marriage is not only a cultural norm but is 
seen as a means of securing a girl’s future in the face 
of uncertain and unsafe conditions. Families, especial-
ly those with limited resources, may view marrying off a 
daughter as a way to alleviate financial strain or protect 
her from perceived threats. For girls, especially when ac-
cess to education and economic opportunities is restrict-
ed, marriage can appear to be the only available option to 
achieve stability.

In these settings, where traditional gender roles are rein-
forced, girls are often expected to marry young and fulfil 
prescribed roles as wives and mothers. 

(GEC, 2024).

 
To effectively address the issue of child and forced mar-
riages, especially in crisis contexts, a gender-transforma-
tive approach is essential. This means not only challenging 
harmful practices but also reshaping the cultural norms that 
underpin them. 

Community-based approaches are critical because they 
recognise the unique social structures and traditions that 
influence attitudes towards marriage and gender. By work-
ing with community leaders, both male and female, such 
programmes can challenge entrenched beliefs and pro-
mote gender equality. Empowering both women and men 
to take an active role in transforming societal norms is key 
to creating lasting change. When men and boys are in-
volved, they can help dismantle patriarchal structures and 
advocate for girls’ education, economic empowerment, and 
the protection of their rights.

Addressing child and forced marriages requires not just le-
gal frameworks and educational access but a shift in how 
communities perceive gender roles and girls’ futures. Only 
by working alongside communities, leaders, and both gen-
ders can we ensure that girls are not seen as commodities 
to be married off but as individuals with rights, potential, 
and a future free from violence and oppression.

“Give me to marriage and help my husband succeed.” 
+ ³ӁŴ ǌǐ ÉXJ³´ ­ӁTƒ

“I ask adults to help me get married.” 
+ ³ӁŴ ǌǏ ÉXJ³´ ­ӁTƒ

*Testimonies collected by Educo for the ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024 in Niger

2.5 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) in Humanitarian Contexts

GBV IN 
HUMANITARIAN 
SETTINGS

	» 70% of women in humanitarian settings experience gender-based violence 
(UN Women, 2024).

	• Conflict-Related Sexual Violence (CRSV)
	» The term “conflict-related sexual violence” includes acts such as rape, sexual slavery, forced 

prostitution, forced pregnancy, sterilisation, sexual mutilation, abuse, and torture committed 
by armed groups, law enforcement, and armed forces.

	» However, intimate partner violence (IPV) and sexual violence by peacekeepers are excluded 
from this definition (Save the Children, 2021).

	» In 2023, the UN recorded 3,688 verified cases of CRSV, a 50% increase from the previous 
year (OCHA, 2024).

	» Women and girls accounted for 95% of cases, with 32% of survivors being children (ibid).
	» Sexual violence is often used as a weapon of war, causing physical, psychological, and social 

devastation in communities (UN Women, 2010).

CHILD AND 
FORCED 
MARRIAGES

	» 18 of the 20 countries with the highest child marriage rates are affected by crises (Girls Not 
Brides, 2020).

	» Economic shocks, school closures, and displacement heighten the risk of early and forced marriages.
	» Families often resort to child marriage as a coping mechanism during armed conflict, food 

shortages, and natural disasters.
	• The Impact of Child Forced Marriage

	» Girls who marry before age 15 are 50% more likely to experience intimate partner violence 
(Girls Not Brides, 2021).

	» Early marriage often leads to early pregnancies, higher maternal mortality, and reduced life 
opportunities (UNICEF, 2022a).

	» Girls in crisis settings may view marriage as their only option due to lack of security, 
education, and economic opportunities (GEC, 2024).

INTIMATE 
PARTNER 
VIOLENCE (IPV)

	• IPV is the most prevalent form of violence against women, occurring in both conflict and non-
conflict settings.

	• Despite its prevalence, IPV receives less attention in conflict zones, often being viewed as a 
private family issue (Ringdal, 2024).

	• In conflict contexts, shifting power dynamics and militarised gender norms increase the risk of 
IPV, with 39% of women and girls in conflict-affected areas experiencing it 
(Murphy et al., 2024).

SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION 
AND ABUSE 
(SEA) BY 
PEACEKEEPERS

	• Peacekeepers, despite their mandate to protect vulnerable populations, have been involved in 
sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA).

	• Between 2004 and 2016, the UN received nearly 2,000 allegations of SEA by peacekeepers 
and personnel in UN missions, including over 300 cases involving children 
(CRIN & REDRESS, 2020).

	• In 2023, 758 allegations of SEA were recorded, a significant rise from 534 in 2022 and 265 in 
2018 (UN, 2024).
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acquire highly skilled professions to help them adapt to a 
tough world. Olena Ostapenko advocates for equal access 
to education, protection from violence, and economic in-
dependence. She also stresses the need for better psycho-
social support for women who have experienced violence 
or loss. Olena Grebenyk, on the other hand, highlights the 
importance of addressing sexual and reproductive health is-
sues, which she believes are still neglected in crisis settings.

The women also discuss the barriers that prevent women 
from fully participating in the humanitarian sector. Ganna 
highlights the lack of access to appropriate education and 
experience as a significant hurdle for women entering the 
field. “A|X JÆJ ӁJM Ӂ ºÉ ­Z XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ MJ´ N XÈ°X³ X«NXŴ J«T J
N|J«NX º­ X«ºX³ º|X `XӁT J³X N­«´ TX³JMӁX N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŵ” she 
says. Olena Ostapenko points out that cultural stereotypes 
and gender perceptions often prevent women from taking 
on leadership roles in humanitarian efforts. “+X«TX³ ´ºX³X­Ɔ
ºÉ°X´ NJ« Ӂ ª º Ç­ªX«Ź´ JM Ӂ ºÉ º­ °J³♫N °JºX  « |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J«
JN♫­«Ŵ” she explains. Additionally, domestic responsibili-
ties, such as caring for children and relatives, often prevent 
women from engaging in humanitarian work, especially in 
roles that are mobile or dangerous.

Olena Grebenyk points to the ageing workforce as an-
other factor that limits women’s participation in physical-
ly demanding roles. Nevertheless, each of the women has 
observed the positive impact of women’s involvement in 
humanitarian responses. Ganna notes that the inclusion of 
women brings innovative ideas and additional resources 
to the sector. “.««­ÆJ♫ÆX  TXJ´ XªX³zXTŴ J«T JTT ♫­«JӁ ³XƆ
´­Ä³NX´ ÇX³X ª­M Ӂ ´XTŴ” she notes, highlighting the vital role 
women play in advancing humanitarian action. Olena Osta-
penko has seen that when women are included in human-
itarian teams, the effectiveness of aid delivery improves, 
as women bring unique perspectives and a more compre-
hensive approach to addressing community needs. “A|X
 «NӁÄ´ ­« ­Z Ç­ªX«  « |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« ºXJª´ ­xX« ӁXJT´ º­ J
ª­³X N­ª°³X|X«´ ÆX J°°³­JN| º­ Ç­³¦ «z Ç º| N­ªªÄ« ♫X´Ŵ” 
Olena says. Olena Grebenyk observes that women’s in-
volvement in programmes such as gender-based violence, 
mental health and psychosocial support, and lactation con-
sultancy is critical to their success. “F­ªX«Ź´  «Æ­ӁÆXªX«º
z­X´ MXÉ­«T ´°XN `N °³­z³JªªX´ŵ  º  ´  «ºXz³JӁ º­ J«É |ÄªJ« Ɔ
ºJ³ J«  « ♫J♫ÆXŴ” she emphasises.

Looking ahead, all three women agree on the need to prior-
itise reproductive health and women’s rights in the coming 
years. For Ganna, equipping women with the opportunity to 
acquire new skills and adapt to challenges is a priority. She 

believes that empowering women to thrive in a tough world 
is key to creating sustainable change. Olena Ostapenko 
stresses the importance of ensuring equal access to repro-
ductive health services and women’s rights, which she be-
lieves are essential to building resilient, equitable communi-
ties. Olena Grebenyk, similarly, views SRH as a key issue for 
the future, especially given the ongoing migration of popu-
lations. “F º| º|X ӁJ³zX ª z³J♫­« ­Z °­°ÄӁJ♫­«´ JN³­´´ (Ä³­°X
J«T MXÉ­«TŴ º|X  ´´ÄX ­Z ´XÈÄJӁ J«T ³X°³­TÄN♫ÆX |XJӁº| ´XXª´
º­ ªX º­ MX º|X ª­´º ³XӁXÆJ«º  « º|X N­ª «z ÉXJ³´Ŵ” she says.

All three women believe that gender should be seen as an 
opportunity rather than a risk in humanitarian responses. 
Ganna stresses the importance of understanding one’s 
rights and opportunities to transform gender into an ad-
vantage. “F|X«  «T Æ TÄJӁ´ Ä«TX³´ºJ«T º|X ³ ³ z|º´Ŵ zX«TX³ NJ«
MXN­ªX J« JTÆJ«ºJzXŴ «­º J NJºXz­³É ­Z ³ ´¦Ŵ” she explains. 
Olena Ostapenko agrees, emphasising the importance of 
creating culturally sensitive environments where women 
can fully participate in humanitarian work. Olena Grebenyk 
believes that awareness and education are crucial in turning 
gender into a strength. “F|X« J °X³´­« ¦«­Ç´ º|X ³ ³ z|º´ J«T
­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´Ŵ zX«TX³ NJ« MXN­ªX J« JTÆJ«ºJzXŴ” she asserts.

For each of these women, being a woman in the humanitar-
ian sector is about more than fulfilling professional duties. 
It is about making meaningful change in situations where 
women’s needs are often ignored or underestimated. Gan-
na believes that “F­ªX« J³X º|X ­«X´ Ç|­ TXN TX J«T ³J ´X
«J♫­«´ JxX³ N³ ´X´”. Olena Ostapenko reflects on the critical 
role women play in fostering equality and protecting hu-
man rights, blending professionalism with humanity in their 
work. Olena Grebenyk, while emphasising teamwork and 
unity, believes that humanitarian work transcends gender, 
focusing on human qualities. “A|X ªJ « º| «z  ´ |ÄªJ« ²ÄJӁƆ
 ♫X´ƈºXJªÇ­³¦Ŵ N­|X´ ­«Ŵ ´Ä°°­³º Z­³ XJN| ­º|X³Ŵ” she says.

When individuals 
understand their rights, gender 

can become an advantage, 
not a category of risk.

Women are the ones who decide 
and raise nations after crises.

Ganna Kolomiiets, Olena Grebenyk, 
and Olena Ostapenko
Ganna Kolomiiets, Olena Grebenyk, and Olena Ostapenko 
are all part of WeWorld humanitarian staff in Ukraine. De-
spite their different roles, they share a common commit-
ment to advocating for gender equality and empowering 
women in crisis contexts. Through their work, they reflect 
on the challenges faced by women, the barriers to their 
participation in the humanitarian sector, and the critical 
needs that remain unaddressed, underscoring the impor-
tance of their active involvement in rebuilding and shaping 
societies after conflict.

Ganna Kolomiiets, who works as an HR & Conscription Of-
ficer witnesses firsthand the challenges women face in her 
field. She points out that competition and pressure from 
colleagues—both male and female—can create stress and 
inequality in the workplace. Ganna also emphasises the 
importance of providing women with opportunities to find 
meaningful employment that allows them to survive and 
support their families, particularly in crisis situations. “A|X³X
 ´ J« ­°°­³ºÄ« ºÉ º­ `«T J ¤­M J«T XJ³« J ´JӁJ³É º|Jº JӁӁ­Ç´
É­Ä º­ ´Ä³Æ ÆX J«T ªXXº MJ´ N «XXT´Ŵ” she notes. However, 
Ganna also identifies barriers to women’s participation in 
humanitarian work, including a lack of appropriate educa-
tion and experience.

Olena Ostapenko, who works as a Cash Officer, highlights 
the pervasive issue of gender discrimination, which limits 
women’s access to education, employment, and other es-

sential services. “F­ªX« ­xX« ZJNX T ´N³ ª «J♫­« MXNJÄ´X
­Z º|X ³ zX«TX³Ŵ Ç| N| ³X´º³ Nº´ º|X ³ JNNX´´ º­ XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ XªƆ
°Ӂ­ÉªX«ºŴ |XJӁº|NJ³XŴ J«T ­º|X³ ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´,” she explains. 
She also draws attention to the limited availability of repro-
ductive health services, which can lead to unwanted preg-
nancies and health complications. “.« °­­³ ­³ N³ ´ ´ ´XⱭ«z´Ŵ
Ç­ªX« ªJÉ MX XN­«­ª NJӁӁÉ TX°X«TX«º ­« ªX«Ŵ ZÄ³º|X³ Ӂ ª ºƆ
 «z º|X ³ JÄº­«­ªÉŴ” Olena adds.

Olena Grebenyk, a Public Health Officer with the Wash Fit 
programme, works in the southern regions of Ukraine—
Mykolaiv and Kherson—both heavily affected by the con-
flict. Olena stresses that the risks faced by women and girls 
in these areas are severe, from the constant threat of vio-
lence to the daily struggle for survival. “.« 1|X³´­«Ŵ °X­°ӁX
J³X N­«´ºJ«ºӁÉ Ä«TX³ `³XŴ J«T º|X ªJ « «XXT º|X³X  ´ ´Ä³Æ ÆJӁŴ” 
she shares. In Mykolaiv, the destruction of homes and infra-
structure has left many women responsible for providing for 
their families, while also carrying the mental burden of wor-
rying about loved ones fighting in the war. “A|X MÄ³TX« ­«
Ç­ªX«  ´ M­º| ªJºX³ JӁƈ°³­Æ T «z Z­³ º|X ³ ZJª Ӂ X´ƈJ«T ªX«Ɔ
ºJӁŴ J´ º|XÉ Ç­³³É JM­Äº º|X ³ |Ä´MJ«T´Ŵ ´­«´Ŵ M­º| º|­´X ´X³ÆƆ
 «z  « º|X J³ªÉ J«T º|­´X Ç|­ N­ÄӁT MX NJӁӁXT Ä°Ŵ” she adds, 
describing the daily emotional strain many women face.

Despite these shared challenges, each woman identifies key 
needs that are often overlooked by humanitarian organisa-
tions. Ganna calls for greater opportunities for women to 

Ganna Kolomiiets Olena Grebenyk Olena Ostapenko
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Giovanna also highlights barriers women face in the hu-
manitarian sector itself. “A|X ªJ « MJ³³ X³´ ´ºXª Z³­ª
TXX°ӁÉ  «z³J «XT zX«TX³ ´ºX³X­ºÉ°X´ J«T NÄӁºÄ³JӁ «­³ª´ º|Jº
Ӂ ª º ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´Ŷ F­ªX« J³X ­xX« Ä«TX³³X°³X´X«ºXT  « TXƆ
N ´ ­«ƆªJ¦ «z °³­NX´´X´Ŵ Ç| N| °³XÆX«º´ º|X ³ Æ­ NX´ Z³­ª MXƆ
 «z ZÄӁӁÉ |XJ³T  « |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« ´º³JºXz X´Ŷ”

She adds, “$X³ºJ « °XJNX¦XX° «z X«Æ ³­«ªX«º´ J³X | z|ӁÉ
ªJӁXƆT­ª «JºXTŴ Ç| N|  «N³XJ´X´ º|X ³ ´¦´ ­Z T ´N³ ª «J♫­«
J«T |J³J´´ªX«ºŶ .ºŹ́ N³ ♫NJӁ Z­³ |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« ­³zJ« ´J♫­«´ º­
°³­JN♫ÆXӁÉ JTT³X´´ º|X´X ³ ´¦´ MÉ N³XJ♫«z °­Ӂ N X´ º|Jº °³­ª­ºX
zX«TX³ X²ÄJӁ ºÉ J«T X«´Ä³X  «NӁÄ´ ÆX Ç­³¦ X«Æ ³­«ªX«º´Ŷ”

Reflecting on her experience of women’s involvement in 
humanitarian interventions, Giovanna notes a key posi-
tive outcome. “8«X ­Z º|X ª­´º ºJ«z MӁX N|J«zX´ .ŹÆX ´XX«
 ´ º|X  «N³XJ´XT °³ ­³ ♫´J♫­« ­Z zX«TX³Ɔ´X«´ ♫ÆX J°°³­JN|X´
 « °³­z³JªªX TX´ z« J«T TXӁ ÆX³ÉŶ F|X« Ç­ªX« J³X JN♫ÆXƆ
ӁÉ  «Æ­ӁÆXTŴ º|X³XŹ´ J «­♫NXJMӁX ´| x  « JTT³X´´ «z º|X Ä« ²ÄX
«XXT´ ­Z ªJ³z «JӁ ´XT z³­Ä°´Ŵ  «NӁÄT «z Ç­ªX«Ŵ z ³Ӂ´Ŵ º|X XӁTX³Ɔ
ӁÉŴ J«T °X³´­«´ Ç º| T ´JM Ӂ ♫X´Ŷ”

She goes on, “;³ ­³ ♫´ «z º|X °J³♫N °J♫­« ­Z Ç­ªX«  « N­ªƆ
ªÄ« ºÉ X«zJzXªX«º  ´ X´´X«♫JӁŶ F­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´ ­xX« ZXXӁ
ª­³X N­ªZ­³ºJMӁX T ´NÄ´´ «z ´X«´ ♫ÆX  ´´ÄX´ Ç º| ­º|X³ Ç­ªƆ
X«Ŵ JӁӁ­Ç «z Ä´ º­ zJº|X³ ª­³X TXºJ ӁXT  «Z­³ªJ♫­« JM­Äº º|X
«XXT´ ­Z J]XNºXT °­°ÄӁJ♫­«´Ŷ  ´ J ³X´ÄӁºŴ ÇXŹÆX MXX« JMӁX º­
TX´ z« ª­³X ³XӁXÆJ«º J«T X]XN♫ÆX  «ºX³ÆX«♫­«´Ŷ”

When asked about the future of women in the human-
itarian sector, Giovanna identifies a clear objective. 
“(«´Ä³ «z Ç­ªX«Ź´ ӁXJTX³´| ° J«T X²ÄJӁ °J³♫N °J♫­«  «
TXN ´ ­«ƆªJ¦ «z °³­NX´´X´ Jº JӁӁ ӁXÆXӁ´ ´|­ÄӁT MX º|X «ÄªƆ
MX³ ­«X °³ ­³ ºÉŶ F­ªX«Ź´ ӁXJTX³´| ° T ³XNºӁÉ  ª°JNº´ º|X
 «NӁÄ´ Æ ºÉŴ ³XӁXÆJ«NXŴ J«T X]XN♫ÆX«X´´ ­Z |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J«
³X´°­«´X´Ŷ F­ªX« M³ «z N³ ♫NJӁ  «´ z|º´ º|Jº J³X Æ ºJӁ Z­³
Ä«TX³´ºJ«T «z º|X «XXT´ ­Z T ÆX³´X °­°ÄӁJ♫­«´Ŵ X´°XN JӁӁÉ
Ç­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´Ŵ Ç|­ J³X ­xX« º|X ª­´º J]XNºXT MÉ N³ ´X´Ŷ
;³­ª­♫«z Ç­ªX«Ź´ ӁXJTX³´| ° Ç­ÄӁT ´º³X«zº|X« |ÄªJ« Ɔ
ºJ³ J« ­ÄºN­ªX´Ŵ N|JӁӁX«zX NÄӁºÄ³JӁ «­³ª´Ŵ J«T Z­´ºX³ XN­Ɔ
«­ª N Xª°­ÇX³ªX«ºŶ”

Lastly, Giovanna reflects on what being a woman in the 
humanitarian sector means to her. “.ºŹ´ J ¤­Ä³«XÉ ­Z °X³´­«JӁ
z³­Çº|Ŷ .ºŹ´ J« ­°°­³ºÄ« ºÉ º­ «JÆ zJºX N­ª°ӁXÈ X«Æ ³­«ªX«º´Ŵ
ºX´♫«z ªÉ JM Ӂ ºÉ º­ ӁXJT Ç º| ´º³X«zº| J«T Xª°Jº|ÉŶ .ºŹ´ JӁ´­
JM­Äº º|X ´­Ӂ TJ³ ºÉ . ´|J³X Ç º| ­º|X³ Ç­ªX«  « º|X ´XNº­³Ŵ
MÄ ӁT «z J «XºÇ­³¦ ­Z N­ӁӁJM­³J♫­« J«T ´|J³XT Æ ´ ­«Ŷ”

She concludes, “#X «z  « J | z|X³ ªJ«JzXªX«º ³­ӁX |J´ z ÆƆ
X« ªX º|X °³ Æ ӁXzX º­ JTÆ­NJºX Z­³ J«T °³­ª­ºX TXN ´ ­«´
º|Jº X«|J«NX º|X ÇXӁZJ³X J«T ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ Z­³ Ç­ªX«  « º|X
|ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« ´XNº­³Ŵ Ç| N|  ´ ´­ªXº| «z . ZXXӁ °J³♫NÄӁJ³ӁÉ
°³­ÄT ­ZŶ”

Women’s leadership directly 
impacts the inclusivity, relevance, 
and effectiveness of humanitarian 

responses. Women bring 
critical insights that are vital for 

understanding the needs of diverse 
populations, especially women 

and girls, who are often the most 
affected by crises.

Giovanna Fotia
Giovanna Fotia has been working with WeWorld for over a 
year. Her journey started in WeWorld Moldova, though she 
has spent the last 11 months in the Palestine Country Of-
fice where she now works as the Country Representative.

Discussing the situation in Palestine, Giovanna outlines 
the significant risk factors that women and girls face, 
particularly exacerbated by the ongoing conflict and 
long-lasting occupation. “(N­«­ª N |J³T´| °´ ³XªJ « ´­ªX
­Z º|X ª­´º ´X³ ­Ä´ N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŵ Ç º| | z| Ä«Xª°Ӂ­ÉªX«º J«T
°­ÆX³ºÉ ³JºX´Ŵ X´°XN JӁӁÉ Z­ӁӁ­Ç «z º|X ³XNX«º ÇJ³ ­« +JÊJ
º|Jº MXzJ« ­« Ǒ 8Nº­MX³ ǍǋǍǎŶ A|X ÇJ³ |J´ ӁXx ZJª Ӂ X´  « J«
 «N³XJ´ «zӁÉ Z³Jz ӁX ´ ºÄJ♫­«Ŵ Ç º| º|X +JÊJ ?º³ ° N­ª°ӁXºXӁÉ
TXÆJ´ºJºXTŶ  TTXT º­ º| ´Ŵ º|X³X J³X ZÄ³º|X³ ³X´º³ N♫­«´ ­«
ª­ÆXªX«º  « º|X FX´º #J«¦Ŵ  «NӁÄT «z º|X N­ª°ӁXºX  «JNNX´Ɔ
´ M Ӂ ºÉ ­Z Xª°Ӂ­ÉªX«º ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ °³XÆ ­Ä´ӁÉ JÆJ ӁJMӁX  «
.´³JXӁŶ A| ´ |J´ T ´°³­°­³♫­«JºXӁÉ  ª°JNºXT Ç­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´Ŵ
Ç|­ J³X ­xX« º|X ª­´º J]XNºXT Ç|X«  º N­ªX´ º­ JNNX´´ «z
MJ´ N ´X³Æ NX´Ŷ”

Giovanna emphasises that these difficulties are particu-
larly felt when it comes to health and education. “ NNX´´
º­ ªJºX³«JӁ J«T ³X°³­TÄN♫ÆX |XJӁº| |J´ MXX« z³XJºӁÉ ³XƆ
´º³ NºXTŴ ªJ¦ «z °³Xz«J«NÉ J«T N| ӁTM ³º| ZJ³ ª­³X TJ«zX³Ɔ
­Ä´Ŷ (ÆX« XTÄNJ♫­« |J´ MXX« TXX°ӁÉ N­ª°³­ª ´XTŴ X´°XN JӁƆ
ӁÉ  « º|X FX´º #J«¦ J«T +JÊJŴ Ç º| º|X N­X³N ÆX X«Æ ³­«ªX«º
J«T º|X ­«z­ «z N­«v Nº T ´³Ä°♫«z N| ӁT³X«Ź´ ´N|­­Ӂ «zŶ A| ´
|J´ ӁXT º­ | z|X³ T³­°­Äº ³JºX´Ŵ X´°XN JӁӁÉ Z­³ z ³Ӂ´Ŵ ZÄ³º|X³
°X³°XºÄJ♫«z °­ÆX³ºÉ J«T TX°X«TX«NXŶ 5X«ºJӁ |XJӁº|  ´ J«Ɔ
­º|X³ N³ ♫NJӁ  ´´ÄXŴ J´ º|X N­«´ºJ«º XÈ°­´Ä³X º­ Æ ­ӁX«NX J«T
 «´ºJM Ӂ ºÉ |J´ ³X´ÄӁºXT  «  «N³XJ´XT J«È XºÉŴ TX°³X´´ ­«Ŵ J«T
º³JÄªJƆ³XӁJºXT T ´­³TX³´ Jª­«z Ç­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´Ŷ”

She adds, “A|X «XXT´ ­Z ;JӁX´♫« J« Ç­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´ J³X
Ç TXƆ³J«z «z J«T ´°J« JӁӁ J³XJ´ ­Z MJ´ N ´X³Æ NX´Ŵ °J³♫NÄӁJ³ӁÉ
|XJӁº|Ŵ XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ °³­ºXN♫­«Ŵ J«T XN­«­ª N Xª°­ÇX³ªX«ºŶ”

Turning to overlooked needs, Giovanna reflects on the 
continued marginalisation of women in peace and deci-
sion-making processes. “F­ªX« J³X Ä«TX³³X°³X´X«ºXT  «
°XJNX «Xz­♫J♫­«´ J«T TXN ´ ­«ƆªJ¦ «zŶ &X´° ºX ´ºÄT X´ ³XNƆ

­z« ´ «z º|X ³ X´´X«♫JӁ ³­ӁX  « ´Ä´ºJ « «z °XJNXŴ º|XÉ N­«♫«ÄX º­ MX
ªJ³z «JӁ ´XTŶ .« XªX³zX«NÉ J«T T ´°ӁJNXªX«º ´XⱭ«z´Ŵ º|X ³ Ä« ²ÄX
«XXT´ J³X ­xX« ­ÆX³Ӂ­­¦XTŶ”

She continues, “F| ӁX º|X |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« ´XNº­³ |J´ ªJTX XZƆ
Z­³º´ º­  «ºXz³JºX zX«TX³ N­«´ TX³J♫­«´  «º­  «ºX³ÆX«♫­«´Ŵ  º ³XƆ
ªJ «´ J N|JӁӁX«zX º­ ZÄӁӁÉ JTT³X´´ º|X ³ ´°XN `N «XXT´ƈ³J«z «z
Z³­ª |XJӁº|NJ³X º­ °³­ºXN♫­«ƈÇ| ӁX ³Ä´| «z º­ TXӁ ÆX³ Ӂ ZXƆ´JÆ «z
J´´ ´ºJ«NXŶ *­³  «´ºJ«NXŴ º|X ´°XN `N |XJӁº| J«T |Éz X«X «XXT´
³XӁJºXT º­ ªX«´º³ÄJ♫­« J³X ­xX« «XzӁXNºXT  « ÇJ³ Ê­«X´Ŷ A| ´
ÇJ´ °J³♫NÄӁJ³ӁÉ XÆ TX«º  « +JÊJŴ Ç|X³X |Ä«T³XT´ ­Z º|­Ä´J«T´ ­Z
Ç­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´ ÇX³X ӁXx Ç º|­Äº °³­°X³ ´Ä°°­³ºŶ  º FXF­³ӁTŴ
ÇXŹÆX ªJTX  º J °³ ­³ ºÉ º­  «NӁÄTX ªX«´º³ÄJӁ |XJӁº| J«T |Éz X«X
ªJ«JzXªX«º  « ­Ä³ ³X´°­«´XŶ”

While the humanitarian sector has 
made efforts to integrate gender 

considerations into interventions, it 
remains a challenge to fully address 

their specific needs-ranging from 
healthcare to protection—while rushing 

to deliver life-saving assistance. For 
instance, the specific health and 

hygiene needs related to menstruation 
are often neglected in war zones. This 

was particularly evident in Gaza, where 
hundreds of thousands of women and 
girls were left without proper support. 

At WeWorld, we’ve made it a priority to 
include menstrual health and hygiene 

management in our response.
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Despite these challenges, Hadeel sees positive impacts 
from women’s involvement. “A|X ³ °J³♫N °J♫­« |J´ M³­Äz|º
J ´|J³°X³ Z­NÄ´ ­« º|X ´°XN `N «XXT´ ­Z Ç­ªX« J«T N| ӁT³X«Ŵ
MXÀX³ Ä«TX³´ºJ«T «z ­Z N­ªªÄ« ºÉ ³ ´¦´Ŵ J«T Xª°­ÇX³XT
Ç­ªX« º­ MXN­ªX TXN ´ ­«ƆªJ¦X³´ Ç º| « º|X ³ N­ªªÄ« ♫X´Ŷ
.ºŹ´ J °­ÇX³ZÄӁ ´| x Ç|X« Ç­ªX« ºJ¦X ­Ç«X³´| ° ­Z º|X ³ ³­ӁX´
J«T  «vÄX«NX N|J«zXŶ”

Looking ahead, Hadeel prioritises economic empower-
ment for women. “ NNX´´ º­  «N­ªXƆzX«X³J♫«z ­°°­³ºÄ« Ɔ
♫X´Ŵ Æ­NJ♫­«JӁ º³J « «zŴ J«T ª N³­Ɔ`«J«NX ´Ä°°­³º NJ« º³J«´Ɔ
Z­³ª º|X ³ Ӂ ÆX´Ŷ * «J«N JӁ  «TX°X«TX«NX ³XTÄNX´ ÆÄӁ«X³JM Ӂ ºÉ
º­ XÈ°Ӂ­ ºJ♫­« J«T |XӁ°´ Ç­ªX« JNNX´´ ­º|X³ N³ ♫NJӁ ´XNº­³´
Ӂ ¦X ªX«ºJӁ |XJӁº| ´X³Æ NX´Ŷ F|X« Ç­ªX« J³X Xª°­ÇX³XT
XN­«­ª NJӁӁÉŴ º|XÉ zJ « º|X N­«`TX«NX º­ ºJ¦X N­«º³­Ӂ ­Z º|X ³
Ӂ ÆX´ J«T Z­´ºX³ ³X´ Ӂ X«NXŶ”

She believes the humanitarian sector must rethink its ap-
proach to gender, viewing it as an opportunity rather than 
a risk category. “ º FXF­³ӁT ;JӁX´♫«XŴ ÇXŹÆX  ª°ӁXªX«ºXT
º|X $­ªªÄ« ºÉ ;³­ºXN♫­«  °°³­JN| ƌ$; ƍ ´ «NX ǍǋǌǏŶ 8«X
­Z  º´ N­³X °³ «N °ӁX´  ´ º|X  «NӁÄ´ ­« ­Z Ç­ªX« J´ ӁXJTX³´ J«T
N|J«zXƆªJ¦X³´Ŷ”

On a personal level, Hadeel reflects on her role as a woman 
in the humanitarian sector. “. MJӁJ«NX ªJ«É ³­ӁX´Ŵ «­º ¤Ä´º
J´ J °³­ZX´´ ­«JӁ MÄº J´ J« JTÆ­NJºX Z­³ º|X ³ z|º´ ­Z Ç­ªX«
J«T ªJ³z «JӁ ´XT z³­Ä°´Ŷ .« ;JӁX´♫«XŴ Ç|X³X Ç­ªX«Ź´ ³­ӁX´ J³X
­xX« Ӂ ª ºXT MÉ ´­N JӁ J«T °­Ӂ ♫NJӁ N ³NÄª´ºJ«NX´Ŵ Ç­³¦ «z  «
º| ´ `XӁT  ´ J« ­°°­³ºÄ« ºÉ º­ M³XJ¦ MJ³³ X³´ J«T T³ ÆX º³J«´Ɔ
Z­³ªJ♫ÆX N|J«zXŶ”

She adds, “.ºŹ´ JM­Äº N³XJ♫«z ´°JNX´ Ç|X³X Ç­ªX« NJ« ӁXJT
J«T ´|J°X º|X ZÄºÄ³X ­Z º|X ³ N­ªªÄ« ♫X´Ŷ 8« J °X³´­«JӁ
ӁXÆXӁŴ MX «z J Ç­ªJ«  « º| ´ ´XNº­³ JӁ´­ NJ³³ X´ J TXX° ´X«´X
­Z ³X´°­«´ M Ӂ ºÉ J«T ´­Ӂ TJ³ ºÉŶ 5J«É ­Z Ä´Ŵ J´ Ç­ªX«  « ;JӁƆ
X´♫«XŴ J³X T ³XNºӁÉ  ª°JNºXT MÉ º|X °­Ӂ ♫NJӁ J«T ´­N ­ƆXN­Ɔ
«­ª N N|JӁӁX«zX´ ÇX ZJNXŴ Ç|Xº|X³  ºŹ´ º|X Æ ­ӁX«NX ­Z º|X
­«z­ «z ­NNÄ°J♫­«Ŵ ³X´º³ N♫­«´ ­« ­Ä³ ª­ÆXªX«ºŴ ­³ º|X
XN­«­ª N |J³T´| °´Ŷ &X´° ºX º|X´X N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŵ ÇX J³X ­xX«
Jº º|X Z­³XZ³­«º ­Z |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« Ç­³¦Ŵ ´|­Ç «z  ªªX«´X
´º³X«zº| J«T ³X´ Ӂ X«NXŶ”

I balance many roles, 
not just as a professional 

but as an advocate for the rights 
of women and marginalised groups. 

In Palestine, where women’s roles 
are often limited by social 

and political circumstances, 
working in this field is an 

opportunity to break barriers 
and drive transformative change.

Hadeel Tahboub has been with WeWorld for over 11 years, 
holding various roles that deepened her connection to the 
humanitarian sector. “. NÄ³³X«ºӁÉ Ç­³¦ J´ º|X FX´º #J«¦ ;³­Ɔ
ºXN♫­« $­«´­³♫Äª ;³­z³JªªX 5J«JzX³Ŵ MÄº ªÉ ¤­Ä³«XÉ Ç º|
FXF­³ӁT ´ºJ³ºXT  « Ǎǋǌǎ J´ J ´­N JӁ Ç­³¦X³Ŷ A|Jº ³­ӁX ӁJ T º|X
Z­Ä«TJ♫­« Z­³ º|X ¤­M . T­ «­ÇŴ Ä«TX³´ºJ«T «z º|X N­ª°ӁXÈ Ɔ
♫X´ ­Z º|X N­ªªÄ« ♫X´ ÇX Ç­³¦ Ç º|Ŷ”

Working in Palestine, specifically the West Bank, Hadeel 
explains the challenges women and girls face daily. “5­ÆXƆ
ªX«º ³X´º³ N♫­«´ J³X J N³ ♫NJӁ  ´´ÄXŶ $|XN¦°­ «º´Ŵ ³­JTMӁ­N¦´Ŵ
J«T ´XÀӁX³ Æ ­ӁX«NX ´XÆX³XӁÉ Ӂ ª º º|X ³ JNNX´´ º­ X´´X«♫JӁ ´X³Ɔ
Æ NX´ ´ÄN| J´ |XJӁº|NJ³XŴ XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ J«T Xª°Ӂ­ÉªX«ºŶ A|X´X
MJ³³ X³´ °Ä´| Ç­ªX«  «º­ NÉNӁX´ ­Z TX°X«TX«NÉŶ”

The economic struggles facing women are stark. “C«XªƆ
°Ӂ­ÉªX«º ³JºX´ J³X | z|Ŵ °J³♫NÄӁJ³ӁÉ Z­³ Ç­ªX«Ŵ J«T ´­N XºJӁ
XÈ°XNºJ♫­«´ J³­Ä«T NJ³Xz Æ «z ³­ӁX´ N­ª°­Ä«T º|X  ´´ÄXŶ
? «NX º|X Ǒº| ­Z 8Nº­MX³Ŵ º|X XN­«­ª N ´ ºÄJ♫­« |J´ Ç­³´Ɔ
X«XTŴ Ç º| ªJ«É ªX« Ӂ­´ «z º|X ³ ¤­M´Ŷ F­ªX« J³X ­xX« ӁXx º­
ªJ«JzX º|X MÄ³TX« ­Z `«J«N JӁ  «´ºJM Ӂ ºÉ Ç º| Ӂ ª ºXT JNNX´´
º­ ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´Ŷ”

Hadeel also highlights risks of violence and harassment. 
“F­ªX« J«T z ³Ӂ´ J³X ÆÄӁ«X³JMӁX º­ |J³J´´ªX«º J«T Æ ­ӁX«NX
 « º|X ³ |­ªX´Ŵ N­ªªÄ« ♫X´Ŵ J«T Ç| ӁX JNNX´´ «z ´X³Æ NX´Ŷ A| ´
 «NӁÄTX´ Æ ­ӁX«NX Z³­ª ´XÀӁX³´ J«T ª Ӂ ºJ³É Z­³NX´Ŵ N³XJ♫«z J
°X³ÆJ´ ÆX ´X«´X ­Z  «´XNÄ³ ºÉŶ”

Addressing pressing needs, Hadeel states, “;³­ºXN♫­« J«T
´JZXºÉ Z³­ª Æ ­ӁX«NX J³X N³ ♫NJӁŶ #XÉ­«T º|JºŴ XN­«­ª N XªƆ
°­ÇX³ªX«º  ´ X´´X«♫JӁ º­ X«´Ä³X ³X´ Ӂ X«NXŴ J«T  «N³XJ´ «z
Ç­ªX«Ź´ °J³♫N °J♫­«  « TXN ´ ­«ƆªJ¦ «z  ´ Æ ºJӁ Z­³ º³J«´Z­³ªƆ
J♫ÆX N|J«zXŶ”

She notes some overlooked needs in conflict contexts. 
“5X«ºJӁ |XJӁº| J«T °´ÉN|­´­N JӁ ´Ä°°­³º  ´ J zӁJ³ «z zJ°Ŷ A|X
TXªJ«T ZJ³ ­ÄºÇX z|´ º|X ´Ä°°ӁÉ TÄX º­ º|X X]XNº´ ­Z Ӂ­«zƆ
ºX³ª ­NNÄ°J♫­« J«T TJ ӁÉ Æ ­ӁX«NXŶ  TT ♫­«JӁӁÉŴ MJ³³ X³´ Ӂ ¦X
´­N JӁ ´♫zªJ J«T Ӂ­z ´♫NJӁ N|JӁӁX«zX´ ªJ¦X JNNX´´ «z zX«Ɔ
TX³ƆMJ´XT Æ ­ӁX«NX ´X³Æ NX´ T iNÄӁº Z­³ ªJ«É Ç­ªX«Ŷ”

Hadeel Tahboub

Economic empowerment remains a major challenge, espe-
cially in Area C. “F­ªX« ºÉ° NJӁӁÉ X«zJzX  « Ä«°J T Ç­³¦ Ӂ ¦X
|X³T «zŴ ª Ӂ¦ «zŴ J«T Jz³ NÄӁºÄ³XŴ Ç| ӁX ªX« N­«º³­Ӂ º|X  «N­ªXŶ
A| ´ ´É´ºXª ӁXJÆX´ Ç­ªX« Ç º|­Äº `«J«N JӁ  «TX°X«TX«NX ­³ TXƆ
N ´ ­«ƆªJ¦ «z °­ÇX³Ŷ”

Reflecting on women’s participation in humanitarian work, 
Hadeel identifies key barriers. “?XNÄ³ ºÉ N­«NX³«´Ŵ ª­M Ӂ ºÉ ³XƆ
´º³ N♫­«´Ŵ J«T NÄӁºÄ³JӁ «­³ª´ T ´N­Ä³JzX Ç­ªX« Z³­ª Ç­³¦ «z  «
| z|Ɔ³ ´¦ J³XJ´ ­³ °J³♫N °J♫«z  « TXN ´ ­«ƆªJ¦ «z °³­NX´´X´Ŷ A|X´X
´­N XºJӁ °³X´´Ä³X´ JTT J«­º|X³ ӁJÉX³ ­Z T iNÄӁºÉ Z­³ Ç­ªX«Ŷ”

Access to income-generating 
opportunities, vocational training,

and micro-finance support 
can transform their lives.

Financial independence reduces 
vulnerability to exploitation and helps 

women access other critical sectors 
like mental health services.

When women are empowered 
economically, they gain the 

confidence to take control of their 
lives and foster resilience.
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When it comes to designing humanitarian responses, Viviana 
advocates for a fundamental shift in perspective. “FX «XXT
º­ z­ MXÉ­«T zX«TX³ ´ºX³X­ºÉ°X´Ŵ Ç| N| J³X ­xX« TXX°ӁÉ X«Ɔ
º³X«N|XT J«T T iNÄӁº º­ ­ÆX³N­ªXŴ X´°XN JӁӁÉ  « N³ ´ ´ N­«ºXÈº´Ŷ
.« ´­ªX J³XJ´Ŵ XÆX« ºJӁ¦ «z JM­Äº zX«TX³ƆMJ´XT Æ ­ӁX«NX  ´ ºJM­­
­³ ­Äº³ z|º Z­³M TTX« MÉ NÄӁºÄ³X ­³ XÈº³Xª ´º z³­Ä°´Ŷ A­ ­ÆX³N­ªX
º|X´X MJ³³ X³´Ŵ ÇX ªÄ´º ´º­° Æ XÇ «z zX«TX³ J´ J ÆÄӁ«X³JM Ӂ ºÉ J«T
 «´ºXJT ³XN­z« ´X  º J´ J ´º³X«zº|Ŷ (JN| °X³´­«ƈªJ«Ŵ Ç­ªJ«Ŵ ­³
N| ӁTƈ|J´ Ä« ²ÄX ´º³X«zº|´ J«T ³X´ Ӂ X«NX º|Jº ´|­ÄӁT MX ӁXÆX³Ɔ
JzXTŶ #Äº º| ´ ´| x NJ««­º MX Ӂ ª ºXT º­ |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« N­«ºXÈº´ŵ  º
ªÄ´º XÈºX«T º­ ´­N XºÉ J´ J Ç|­ӁXŶ *J³ º­­ ­xX«Ŵ Ç­ªJ«|­­T  ´
´♫ӁӁ «J³³­ÇӁÉ TX`«XT J´ MX «z ´É«­«Éª­Ä´ Ç º| ª­º|X³|­­T ­³
Ç ZX|­­TŶ FX «XXT º­ M³XJ¦ º|X´X ­ÄºTJºXT «­♫­«´ J«T N³XJºX
´°JNX Z­³ Ç­ªX« º­ º|³ ÆX J´  «T Æ TÄJӁ´Ŷ”

For Viviana, being a woman in the humanitarian sector is both 
a challenge and an opportunity. “.ºŹ́ J« ­°°­³ºÄ« ºÉ º­ J°°³­JN|
 «ºX³ÆX«♫­«´ Z³­ª J T ]X³X«º °X³´°XN♫ÆXŴ °³ ­³ ♫´ «z Ç­ªX«Ź́
³ z|º´ J«T JTT³X´´ «z º|X Ä« ²ÄX N|JӁӁX«zX´ º|XÉ ZJNX  « N­«ºXÈº´
Ç|X³X º|XÉ J³X ­xX«  «Æ ´ MӁXŶ .ºŹ́ JӁ´­ J N|J«NX º­ N|JӁӁX«zX zX«Ɔ
TX³ ´ºX³X­ºÉ°X´ŴÇ| N| ­xX« °­³º³JÉÇ­ªX« J´ ӁX´´ NJ°JMӁX ­Z ­°Ɔ
X³J♫«z  « TJ«zX³­Ä´ ­³  «´XNÄ³X X«Æ ³­«ªX«º´Ŷ 2XJT «z J ºXJª ­Z
ªX«  « º|X´X N­«ºXÈº´ NJ« MX °J³♫NÄӁJ³ӁÉ N|JӁӁX«z «zŴ J´ NÄӁºÄ³JӁ
«­³ª´ ­xX« °­´ ♫­« ªX« J´ TXN ´ ­«ƆªJ¦X³´ Ç|­ J³X Ä«JNNÄ´Ɔ
º­ªXT º­ MX «z ӁXT MÉÇ­ªX«Ŷ”

Despite these challenges, Viviana finds deep fulfilment in 
her work. “#X «z J Ç­ªJ«  « º| ´ ´XNº­³  ´ JM­Äº ª­³X º|J« ¤Ä´º
M³XJ¦ «z MJ³³ X³´Ŷ .ºŹ́ JM­Äº N³XJ♫«z ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ Ç|X³X «­«X XÈƆ
 ´ºXT MXZ­³XŴ Z­´ºX³ «z  «NӁÄ´ ­«Ŵ J«T °JÆ «z º|XÇJÉ Z­³ Jª­³X X²Ɔ
Ä ºJMӁX ZÄºÄ³XŶF­ªX« |JÆX º|X ³X´ Ӂ X«NXŴ ´º³X«zº|Ŵ J«T °­ºX«♫JӁ
º­ MX º³J«´Z­³ªJ♫ÆX ӁXJTX³´  « º|X |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« `XӁTŴ J«T  ºŹ́ ­Ä³
³X´°­«´ M Ӂ ºÉ º­ X«´Ä³X º|Jº º|XÉ |JÆX º|X º­­Ӂ´ J«T ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´
º­ ´ÄNNXXTŶ”

Empowering women must be the focus 
of the next decade. Empowering women 

means empowering entire communities. It 
starts with reversing traditional roles through 
greater access to education and training and 

fostering confidence in women’s abilities 
to lead. This is not just about addressing 

immediate needs but enabling women to 
reclaim their agency and take control of 

their lives. Disarming patriarchy and arming 
women with knowledge and awareness is 

essential for lasting change.

Viviana Bianchessi, Country Representative in Mali for We-
World, stepped into her role in March 2024. With nearly a 
year in the position, Viviana has been deeply immersed in the 
complex and multifaceted challenges facing Mali, particular-
ly for women and girls. Reflecting on the region’s crisis, she 
explains, “5JӁ  |J´ MXX« z³J°°Ӂ «z Ç º| J Ç­³´X« «z °­Ӂ ♫NJӁ N³ Ɔ
´ ´ ´ «NX ǍǋǌǍŴ ªJ³¦XT MÉ ºÇ­ N­Ä°´ TŹ„ºJº J«T ­«z­ «z N­«v Nº
MXºÇXX« J³ªXT z³­Ä°´ Z­³ N­«º³­Ӂ ­Z º|X ºX³³ º­³ÉŶ A|X TX´X³º ³XƆ
z ­«´Ŵ N­«º³­ӁӁXT MÉ .´ӁJª ´º z³­Ä°´Ŵ J³X °J³♫NÄӁJ³ӁÉ TJ«zX³­Ä´Ŷ .«
º|X´X J³XJ´Ŵ Ç­ªX« J«T N| ӁT³X« MXJ³ º|X M³Ä«º ­Z º|X N³ ´ ´Ŵ ZJNƆ
 «z zX«TX³ƆMJ´XT Æ ­ӁX«NXŴ ´XÈÄJӁ Æ ­ӁX«NXŴ |ÄªJ« º³JiN¦ «zŴ J«T
º|X ´É´ºXªJ♫N TX« JӁ ­Z º|X ³ ZÄ«TJªX«ºJӁ ³ z|º´Ŷ A|X´X ³XJӁ ♫X´
J³X «­º  ´­ӁJºXT  «N TX«º´ MÄº º|X «­³ªŶ”

Viviana speaks about the urgent needs of women in the re-
gion, emphasising the systemic obstacles that prevent their 
empowerment. “F­ªX«  « º|X´X N­«ºXÈº´ |JÆX «XXT´ º|Jº ´°J«
ªÄӁ♫°ӁX ´XNº­³´Ŷ  º º|X |XJ³º ­Z  º JӁӁ  ´ º|X «XXT Z­³ ³XN­z« ♫­«ƈ
º|X Ji³ªJ♫­« ­Z º|X ³ ³ z|º´ J«T º|X ³ ³­ӁX  « ´­N XºÉŶ $ÄӁºÄ³JӁ
J«T ´­N JӁ «­³ª´ ­xX« ³XӁXzJºX Ç­ªX« º­ º|X ´ TXӁ «X´Ŵ Z­³N «z
z ³Ӂ´  «º­ XJ³ӁÉ ªJ³³ JzX´ J«T TX«É «z º|Xª JNNX´´ º­ XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ
|XJӁº|NJ³XŴ J«T °³­ºXN♫­« Z³­ª Æ ­ӁX«NXŶ A|X´X J³X MJ´ N |ÄªJ«
³ z|º´Ŵ ÉXº Z­³ªJ«ÉÇ­ªX« |X³XŴ º|XÉ ³XªJ « ­Äº ­Z ³XJN|Ŷ” How-
ever, Viviana believes that some aspects of women’s expe-
riences remain invisible or under-addressed in humanitarian 
responses. “8«X N³ ♫NJӁ J³XJ º|Jº |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« JNº­³´ ­xX«
­ÆX³Ӂ­­¦  ´  «T Æ TÄJӁ ºÉŶ ;X­°ӁX J³X º­­ ­xX« º³XJºXT J´ |­ª­Ɔ
zX«X­Ä´ z³­Ä°´ƈªX«Ŵ Ç­ªX«Ŵ N| ӁT³X«Ŵ ­³ É­Äº|ƈÇ º|­Äº JNƆ
¦«­ÇӁXTz «z º|X Ä« ²ÄX | ´º­³ X´Ŵ º³JÄªJ´Ŵ J«T «XXT´ ­Z XJN| °X³Ɔ
´­«Ŷ F| ӁX º| ´ z³­Ä° «z  ´ ´­ªX♫ªX´ «XNX´´J³É º­ ªJÈ ª ´X º|X
³XJN| ­Z |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J«  «ºX³ÆX«♫­«´Ŵ  º ³ ´¦´ ³XTÄN «z |ÄªJ« ºÉ º­
«ÄªMX³´Ŵ ´º³ °° «z JÇJÉ º|X Ä« ²ÄX«X´´ ­Z XJN| °X³´­«Ź́ ´º­³ÉŶ”

She continues, “ «­º|X³ ­ÆX³Ӂ­­¦XT J´°XNº  ´ º|X Ӂ­«zƆºX³ª
N­«´X²ÄX«NX´ ­Z N³ ´X´Ŵ Ç| N| J³X Z³X²ÄX«ºӁÉ «XzӁXNºXT  « ZJÆ­Ä³
­Z JTT³X´´ «z  ªªXT JºX «XXT´Ŷ *­³ XÈJª°ӁXŴ  « NJ´X´ ­Z zX«Ɔ
TX³ƆMJ´XT Æ ­ӁX«NXŴ |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J«  «ºX³ÆX«♫­«´ ­xX« Z­NÄ´ ­«
Ä³zX«º °|É´ NJӁ J«T ªJºX³ JӁ ´Ä°°­³ºŴ MÄº º|X °´ÉN|­Ӂ­z NJӁ ´NJ³´Ŵ
´­N JӁ ´♫zªJŴ J«T Ӂ­«zƆºX³ª T ´Xª°­ÇX³ªX«º J³X ³J³XӁÉ z ÆX« º|X
JÀX«♫­« º|XÉTX´X³ÆXŶ A|X´X Ӂ «zX³ «z X]XNº´ NJ« | «TX³Ç­ªX«Ź́
³XN­ÆX³É J«T °³XÆX«º º|Xª Z³­ª ³XNӁJ ª «z º|X ³  «TX°X«TX«NXŶ”

Viviana also highlights the barriers that prevent women from 
participating in the humanitarian sector. “A³JT ♫­«JӁ zX«TX³
³­ӁX´ ³XªJ « ­«X ­Z º|X M zzX´º ­M´ºJNӁX´Ŷ F| ӁX ´­ªX Ç­ªX«
|JÆX ªJ«JzXT º­ TXZÉ º|X´X «­³ª´Ŵ ´ºX°° «z  «º­ ӁXJTX³´| ° ³­ӁX´
­³ Z­Ä«T «z Ӂ­NJӁ J´´­N J♫­«´ Ç º| « º|X |ÄªJ« ºJ³ J« `XӁTŴ º­­
ªJ«É J³X ´♫ӁӁ N­«`«XT º­ º|X ³­ӁX´ ­Z Ç ÆX´ J«T ª­º|X³´Ŷ $ÄӁƆ
ºÄ³JӁ XÈ°XNºJ♫­«´ J«T ´­N XºJӁ °³X´´Ä³X´ T ´N­Ä³JzX Ç­ªX« Z³­ª
°Ä³´Ä «z NJ³XX³´ ­³ ³­ӁX´ ­Äº´ TX º|X ³ T­ªX´♫N ³X´°­«´ M Ӂ ♫X´Ŷ
& ´°ӁJNXªX«ºŴ XÈº³Xª ´ªŴ J«T °³­ºX´º´ ZÄ³º|X³ N­ª°­Ä«T º|X´X
N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŵ ªJ¦ «z  º «XJ³ӁÉ  ª°­´´ MӁX Z­³ ªJ«É Ç­ªX« º­ M³XJ¦
Z³XX Z³­ª º|X NÉNӁX ­Z XÈNӁÄ´ ­«Ŷ 5J«É É­Ä«z z ³Ӂ´ J³X Z­³NXT  «º­
XJ³ӁÉªJ³³ JzX´Ŵ ´ÄM¤XNºXT º­ ´XÈÄJӁ Æ ­ӁX«NXŴ ­³ TX« XT XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ
­xX« MX «z N­«`«XT º­ T­ªX´♫N N|­³X´ ­³ º³XJºXT J´ N­ªª­T Ɔ
♫X´ º­ ´Ä°°­³º º|X ³ ZJª Ӂ X´Ŷ”

Despite these systemic barriers, Viviana recounts moments 
of resilience and transformation that give her hope. “8«X ­Z
º|X ª­´º  «´° ³ «z N|J«zX´ .ŹÆX Ç º«X´´XT ÇJ´ Jª­«z J z³­Ä° ­Z
Ç­ªX«ƈª­º|X³´ ­Z N| ӁT³X« Ç º| T ´JM Ӂ ♫X´Ŷ F º| X«N­Ä³JzXƆ
ªX«º J«T ´Ä°°­³ºŴ º|XÉ NJªX º­zXº|X³ º­ Z­³ª J MÄ´ «X´´ X«ºX³Ɔ
°³ ´XŴ Xª°­ÇX³ «z º|Xª´XӁÆX´ `«J«N JӁӁÉ J«T zJ « «z º|X JM Ӂ ºÉ º­
´Ä°°­³º º|X ³ ZJª Ӂ X´Ŷ A| ´ ´| x ÇJ´ °³­Z­Ä«TḾ º|XÉ ª­ÆXT Z³­ª
MX «z Ç­ªX« Ç|­ ÇJ ºXT Z­³ J T º­ Ç­ªX« Ç|­ º­­¦  « ♫J♫ÆX
J«T N­«º³­Ӂ ­ÆX³ º|X ³ Ӂ ÆX´Ŷ F|JºŹ́ ª­³XŴ º|X ³ XÈJª°ӁX  «´° ³XT
­º|X³´  « º|X N­ªªÄ« ºÉŴ ´°J³¦ «z J ³ °°ӁX X]XNº ­Z Xª°­ÇX³Ɔ
ªX«º J«T N|J«zXŶ .º ÇJ´ J °­ÇX³ZÄӁ ³Xª «TX³ ­ZÇ|JºÇ­ªX« NJ«
JN| XÆX Ç|X« z ÆX« º|X ³ z|º ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ J«T ´Ä°°­³ºŶ”

Looking ahead, Viviana is clear about the humanitarian sec-
tor’s top priority. “(ª°­ÇX³ «z Ç­ªX« ªÄ´º MX º|X Z­NÄ´ ­Z
º|X «XÈº TXNJTXŶ (ª°­ÇX³ «z Ç­ªX« ªXJ«´ Xª°­ÇX³ «z X«Ɔ
♫³X N­ªªÄ« ♫X´Ŷ .º ´ºJ³º´ Ç º| ³XÆX³´ «z º³JT ♫­«JӁ ³­ӁX´ º|³­Äz|
z³XJºX³ JNNX´´ º­ XTÄNJ♫­« J«T º³J « «z J«T Z­´ºX³ «z N­«`TX«NX
 « Ç­ªX«Ź́ JM Ӂ ♫X´ º­ ӁXJTŶ A| ´  ´ «­º ¤Ä´º JM­Äº JTT³X´´ «z  ªƆ
ªXT JºX «XXT´ MÄº X«JMӁ «z Ç­ªX« º­ ³XNӁJ ª º|X ³ JzX«NÉ J«T
ºJ¦X N­«º³­Ӂ ­Z º|X ³ Ӂ ÆX´Ŷ & ´J³ª «z °Jº³ J³N|É J«T J³ª «z Ç­ªƆ
X« Ç º| ¦«­ÇӁXTzX J«T JÇJ³X«X´´  ´ X´´X«♫JӁ Z­³ ӁJ´♫«z N|J«zXŶ”

Viviana Bianchessi
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The Crisis in Burkina Faso: 
Causes and Context

Over the past decade, Burkina Faso has 
experienced one of the most severe 
humanitarian crises in its history, with 
armed conflicts, insecurity, and political 
instability having a devastating impact 
on the population. The crisis began in 
2015, with the intensification of ac-
tions by jihadist groups, particularly in 
the northern and eastern regions of the 
country. In 2022, the population’s frus-
tration with the government’s inability to 
manage the insurgency led to a military 
coup, the second in a few months. 

The multidimensional crisis in Burkina 
Faso continues to worsen, exacerbated 
by the growing geographical spread of 
security incidents affecting the civilian 
population, new waves of displacement, 
and an increase in human rights viola-
tions. Over the past five years, the ci-

vilian population has borne the brunt of 
this devastation. The people of Burkina 
Faso are confronting a severe crisis, 
with widespread insecurity undermin-
ing their access to basic social servic-
es, livelihoods, and fundamental human 
rights, while also impeding the effective 
implementation of international human-
itarian law.

The political instability further aggra-
vated an already critical situation, with 
nearly 40% of the country under the 
control of non-state actors by Decem-
ber 2024, diminishing the power of the 
central government (BTI Transformation 
Index, 2024). The increase in violence 
and conflict also led to severe economic 
hardships and a food crisis affecting mil-
lions of people.

The Impacts of the Crisis 
on the Population and 
Intersectional Inequalities
The crisis has affected the entire popu-
lation, but women, children, and people 
with disabilities remain the most vulner-
able. By 2024, over 2.1 million people—
nearly 10% of the country’s total pop-
ulation—had been forced to flee their 
homes, becoming internally displaced. 
39% of displaced individuals had been 
displaced for more than two years, while 
20% had experienced displacement 
more than once (UNHCR, 2024a). This 
mass displacement has made it even 
more difficult to access essential servic-
es such as healthcare, education, and 
food supply. The health crisis has wors-
ened the situation, with the destruction 
of hospitals and a shortage of healthcare 
professionals, putting many lives at risk, 
especially those of women and girls.

Burkina Faso

Human Rights Implementation: MINIMAL

Index World Index Context Sub-Index Children’s Sub-Index Women’s Sub-Index 

2015 157/163 32.4/100 151/163 37.9/100 156/163 31.9/100 157/163 28.1/100

2024 150/157 37.4/100 151/157 41.2/100 149/157 36.7/100 145/157 34.6/100

Financial Tracking Service

WeWorld in Afghanistan
WeWorld was present in Afghanistan 
from 2002 until 2017, supporting the 
most vulnerable groups through projects 
aimed at strengthening civil society and 
human rights. After the events of August 
2021, which saw the return of the Tali-

ban to power, we resumed our activities 
to provide support to rural communities, 
particularly women-headed households 
and their children, during such a delicate 
time, both for people’s rights and their 
access to basic needs. We operate in Af-

ghanistan with two offices, a coordination 
office in Kabul and a field office in Herat. 
Our work in Afghanistan is supported by 
ChildFund Alliance members ChildFund 
Korea, ChildFund Deutschland and Child-
Fund Australia.

Source: OCHA 2024, Financial Tracking Service (as of 20 December 2024)

The Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan 
for 2024 was funded at only 47.4%. Of the more than 
$3 billion required to meet the population’s humanitarian 
needs, just under $1.5 billion was raised. The vast major-
ity of the funds – over one-third – was allocated to food 

security projects, according to OCHA’s Financial Tracking 
Service (OCHA, 2024b). In contrast, the least-funded initi-
atives included those dedicated to child protection (1.2% 
of the total) and protection against gender-based violence 
(0.9% of the total).
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Another critical issue that is often over-
looked is menstrual health. Access to 
menstrual hygiene products is limited in 
many areas, making it difficult for women 
and girls to manage their periods prop-
erly. The lack of adequate healthcare fa-
cilities and resources means many girls 
must handle their menstrual cycles in 
difficult conditions, increasing the risk of 
infections and complications. In Burkina 
Faso, more than 1 in 4 women and girls 
do not have access to a private place 
to wash and change during their period 
(WeWorld, 2024). The absence of priva-
cy and basic sanitation facilities contrib-
utes to school dropouts, as many girls 
are unable to attend school during men-
struation due to shame or insufficient 
facilities. The limited efforts in this area 
exacerbate the vulnerability of women 
and girls, preventing them from leading 
healthy and dignified lives.

The Outlook for 2025

Looking ahead, the situation in Burkina 
Faso for 2025 remains uncertain. Hu-
manitarian needs remain urgent in vari-
ous sectors, including protection, access 
to WASH resources and services, edu-
cation, and food security. 

 (OCHA HNRP, 
2025). The humanitarian response must 
prioritise the specific needs of women 
and girls, with targeted interventions in 
education, protection against violence, 
and improving livelihoods, to prevent 
the continued marginalisation of wom-
en and promote their active participa-
tion in reconstruction and peacebuild-
ing. The international community will 

need to adopt an integrated and gen-
der-sensitive approach to ensure that 
women and girls are not only recipients 
of aid but also active contributors to the 
country’s recovery process.

WeWorld 
in Burkina Faso

WeWorld has been active in Burkina 
Faso since 1985, focusing on food se-
curity, nutrition, early recovery, protec-
tion, and cash/voucher assistance. Our 
operations are concentrated in the Sa-
hel region, specifically in Soum (Djibo) 
and Oudalan (Gorom-Gorom), as well as 
the East-Central and Northern regions, 
including the Greater Ouaga Area, ad-
dressing a deep and multidimension-
al crisis. We implement interventions 
in malnutrition prevention, food aid, 
skill-building for communities in vulner-
able conditions, urban regeneration, and 
child protection. Additionally, we foster 
community resilience by strengthening 
national and local capacities in Disaster 
Risk Reduction, enhancing Early Warning 
and Early Action systems, and promot-
ing inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth through improved vocational 
training, employment support, and mi-
cro-enterprise development.

WeWorld works in close collaboration 
with local authorities and vulnerable 
populations, particularly internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs), women, children, 
and young people.

ChildFund Alliance 
in Burkina Faso

ChildFund Alliance members Children 
Believe, Educo and WeWorld run pro-
grammes in Burkina Faso to support 
children in vulnerable conditions and 
their communities. These initiatives aim 
to strengthen child protection systems, 
enhance access to formal education 
and vocational training, and tackle food 
insecurity. We also provide support to 
families internally displaced by political 
upheaval in recent years. Our work in 
Burkina Faso is supported by ChildFund 
Korea and ChildFund Deutschland.

In Burkina Faso,

more than 1 in 4 women and girls

 their period.
(WeWorld, 20242)

2  Source: Elaboration on WHO/UNICEF JMP, 2024.

In Burkina Faso,

less than 1 in 3

(ChildFund Alliance World Index, 20243)

3  Source: Elaboration on UNESCO, 2022.

Poverty, Forced 
Migration, Conflict, 
and Climate Change
Burkina Faso is facing a devastating 
combination of factors driving the hu-
manitarian crisis. The combination of 
armed conflict, economic inequalities, 
and climate change has made the coun-
try highly vulnerable to a prolonged cri-
sis, with severe consequences for the 
poorest and most vulnerable people, 
who also face the greatest difficulties in 
adapting to these changes. 

 How-
ever, the violence is not limited to armed 
conflicts alone; widespread violence, in-
cluding crimes against civilians, attacks 
on villages, and human rights abuses, is 
also occurring across the country. In a 
context of increasing insecurity, the pop-
ulation urgently needs protection. Fami-
lies and communities are exposed to the 
risks of indiscriminate violence, abuse, 
and exploitation, with women and chil-
dren being particularly vulnerable to sex-
ual violence and human trafficking. 

Burkina Faso’s humanitarian crisis also 
reflects the deep economic and social 
inequalities within the country. Agricul-
ture and livestock farming are the main 
sources of livelihood for most of the 
population, but increasing insecurity has 
made it difficult for farmers and herders 
to continue their activities. Furthermore, 
climate change has exacerbated the cri-
sis, with irregular rainfall affecting crops 
and increasing the scarcity of natural 
resources such as water and firewood. 

Flooding due to excessive rainfall has 
further damaged infrastructure and 
hindered access to humanitarian aid 
(OCHA, 2024c).

The Gendered Impact 
of the Crisis

In Burkina Faso,

 

of 19 

(ChildFund Alliance 
World Index, 20241)

1  Source: Elaboration on UN Population Division, 2022.

Women and girls in Burkina Faso have 
borne the heaviest burden of the ongo-
ing humanitarian crisis, particularly due 
to school closures, the rise in early and 
forced marriages, and gender-based vi-
olence. Over 6,000 schools—around 
25% of the country’s educational insti-
tutions—have closed, severely disrupting 
education and leaving girls 2.5 times 
more likely than boys to drop out of 
school (OCHA, 2024c). This loss of edu-
cation has made many girls more vulner-
able to early marriage, sexual exploita-
tion, and human trafficking. 

The lack of access to healthcare, espe-
cially sexual and reproductive health 
services, has contributed to a rise in ear-
ly pregnancies. In fact, in Burkina Faso, 
every three and a half days, a girl under 
the age of 19 becomes pregnant (Child-
Fund Alliance World Index, 2024). The 
rise in gender-based violence, particu-
larly in conflict areas and refugee camps, 
has added to the challenges faced by 
women and girls. As the economy con-
tinues to worsen, many women—who 
are often the primary caregivers for 
their families—are pushed into precari-
ous work or reliant on humanitarian aid 
(OCHA, 2024c). 

ź TÄӁº´ ´|­ÄӁT ӁXº ªX Z³XXӁÉ N|­­´X 
ªÉ ZÄºÄ³X ´°­Ä´XŻ

Mariam, 17 years old*
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Adama, 16 years old*
*Testimonies collected by WeWorld for the ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024 
in Burkina Faso
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Ethiopia’s 
Compound Crisis

Ethiopia has faced a series of deep-
ly interconnected humanitarian crises, 
which have been exacerbated by a 
combination of ethnic conflicts, politi-
cal instability, climate change, and so-
cio-economic challenges. These crises 
have had a devastating impact on the 
population, especially the most vulnera-
ble, including women and girls. 

 
The effects of these crises have been 
further compounded by the COVID-19 
pandemic, which disrupted education 
systems, strained healthcare resources, 
and deepened economic vulnerabilities.

The pandemic’s impact on the educa-
tion system was particularly severe. 
Schools across Ethiopia were closed 
for extended periods, leaving millions 
of children, especially girls, without 
access to learning. As education pro-
grammes were disrupted, many girls did 
not return to school once restrictions 
were lifted, due to economic hardship 
or increased domestic responsibilities. 
The overall deterioration in education is 
starkly reflected in the ChildFund Alli-
ance World Index 2024 (Figure 1). 

Ethiopia’s performance in the children’s 
education dimension has consistently 
lagged behind global and regional av-
erages. In 2015, Ethiopia scored 53.5 
compared to 56 for East and South Af-
rica and 74.8 globally. By 2023, Ethio-
pia’s score had dropped further to 49.7, 

showing no signs of recovery, even as 
regional and global scores remained 
stable.

The economic impact of the pandemic 
further compounded these challenges, 
with many households losing sources of 
income and being pushed deeper into 
poverty. The resulting financial pres-
sures have forced families to prioritise 
survival over education, particularly for 
girls, perpetuating cycles of poverty and 
inequality.

Ethiopia

Human Rights Implementation: MINIMAL

Index World Index Context Sub-Index Children’s Sub-Index Women’s Sub-Index 

2015 152/163 34.7/100 158/163 32.4/100 131/163 43.1/100 152/163 30/100

2024 149/157 37.6/100 153/157 36.7/100 135/157 41.6/100 144/157 34.7/100

Financial Tracking Service

Source: OCHA 2024, Financial Tracking Service (as of 20 December 2024)
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The Burkina Faso Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan 
for 2024 (Burkina Faso Plan de Réponse Humanitaire 2024) 
was funded at only 43.8%. Of the $934.6 million required 
to meet the population’s humanitarian needs, only $409.5 
million was raised. The vast majority of the funds – over 
40% – was allocated to food security projects, according to 

OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (OCHA, 2024b). In con-
trast, the least-funded initiatives included those dedicated 
to child protection (5.4% of the total), general protection 
(5.3% of the total), and protection from gender-based vio-
lence (1.4% of the total).
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Mozambique

Human Rights Implementation: MINIMAL

Index World Index Context Sub-Index Children’s Sub-Index Women’s Sub-Index 

2015 141/163 38.3/100 144/163 40.9/100 138/163 40/100 144/163 34.3/100

2024 136/157 42.9/100 148/157 43.5/100 127/157 45.5/100 131/157 39.8/100

A Multifaceted 
Humanitarian Crisis 
in Mozambique
Over the past decade, Mozambique has 
been engulfed by a complex and multidi-
mensional humanitarian crisis driven by 
increasingly frequent natural disasters, 
violent internal conflicts, and political 
instability, leading to the internal dis-
placement of 850,500 people (UNHCR, 
2024d). These overlapping factors have 
created extreme vulnerability for millions 
of people. Women and girls, in particu-
lar, have been disproportionately affect-
ed, facing heightened risks of violence, 
economic exclusion, and limited access 
to essential services.

The Climate Crisis: 
Destruction and Mass 
Displacement

Between 
2000 and 2023, 11 recorded drought 
events affected over 13.5 million peo-
ple. Similarly, floods impacted 7.5 million 
people and caused approximately $1.1 
billion in damage, while storms affect-
ed 5.8 million people and caused $2.7 
billion in losses. Epidemics, particularly 
cholera, are also frequent in Mozam-
bique, affecting over 100,000 people 
(UNDRR, 2024). 

These events have forced thousands of 
families to migrate to already overcrowd-
ed urban areas, exacerbating housing 

crises and social tensions. Furthermore, 
the most severe drought in 40 years has 
left 1.8 million people in acute food inse-
curity, with food prices soaring dramati-
cally (OCHA, 2024f).

On 15 December 2024, Tropical Cy-
clone Chido made landfall in Mecufi 
District, Cabo Delgado Province. The 
cyclone brought destructive winds of 
up to 120 km/h and torrential rainfall 
exceeding 250 mm within 24 hours, 
causing widespread devastation across 
northern Mozambique. Its aftermath has 
deepened pre-existing vulnerabilities, 
particularly in Cabo Delgado, which is 
already contending with conflict-related 
displacement and a cholera outbreak. 
The destruction of water and sanitation 
infrastructure has significantly increased 
the risk of waterborne diseases, particu-
larly cholera (FAO, 2024).

Financial Tracking Service

Source: OCHA 2024, Financial Tracking Service (as of 24 December 2024)

The Mali Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan for 2024 
was funded at only 37.6%. Of the $701.6 million required 
to meet the population’s humanitarian needs, only $263.6 
million was raised. The vast majority of the funds – over 
30.9% – were allocated to food security projects, according 

to OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (OCHA, 2024b). In 
contrast, the least-funded initiatives included those dedi-
cated to protection from gender-based violence (1.9% of 
the total) and child protection (1% of the total).
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WeWorld in Mali

WeWorld has been operating in Mali 
since 2019, with a solid presence in the 
Central and Northern regions of the 
country, as well as in Bamako. We focus 
on supporting the most vulnerable groups 
by implementing an Emergency-Devel-
opment-Nexus approach through food 
assistance, protection, and socio-eco-
nomic inclusion interventions. We assist 

both internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and host communities by providing food 
and nutrition assistance, strengthening 
the protection system (including referral 
and GBV services), creating child-friendly 
spaces, and promoting urban socio-eco-
nomic inclusion and protection for the 
most vulnerable groups, including young 
people, women, displaced persons, and 
returning migrants, through TVET and 
employment programmes.

ChildFund Alliance in Mali

ChildFund Alliance members Educo and 
WeWorld implement a range of pro-
grammes for vulnerable children and 
families in Mali. This includes ensuring 
access to quality education, food secu-
rity, child protection, and providing sup-
port to internally displaced people and 
their host communities.
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´JZXºÉ Jº ­«X ­Z º|X ´N|­­ӁŹ´ ºXª°­³J³É ӁXJ³« «z ´°JNX´ ƌA2?ƍŶ FX Ӂ­´º JӁª­´º XÆX³Éº| «zƆ­Ä³ Z­­TŴ
T­NÄªX«º´Ŵ NӁ­º|X´Ŵ J«T ­º|X³ MXӁ­«z «z´ ÇX³X JӁӁ TX´º³­ÉXTŶ #Äº ӁÄN¦ ӁÉŴ «­ ­«X  « ªÉ ZJª ӁÉ
ÇJ´ |Ä³ºŶ > z|º «­ÇŴ Ç|Jº ÇX «XXT ª­´º Z³­ª ­Ä³ XӁTX³´  ´ º­ ³XMÄ ӁT ­Ä³ Æ ӁӁJzX J«T ³X´º­³X º|X
NӁJ´´³­­ª´ ´­ ÇX NJ« ³XºÄ³« º­ ´N|­­ӁŶ FX J³X N­Ä«♫«z ­« É­Ä³ ´Ä°°­³º º­ M³ «z MJN¦ º|X ¤­É º|Jº
º|X N| ӁT³X« J«T º|X N­ªªÄ« ºÉ ­Z 6JºÄN­ ­«NX |JTŶ FX T³XJª ­Z J M³ z|ºX³ TJÉ Ç|X« XÆX³É N| ӁT
 « º| ´ Æ ӁӁJzX NJ« MX |J°°É J«T NJ³XZ³XX JzJ «Ŵ ¤Ä´º Ӂ ¦X MXZ­³XŶŻ

Luisa, 15 years old*

The Gendered Impact 
of the Crisis

Women and girls are among the prima-
ry victims of this humanitarian crisis. In 
conflict zones, gender-based violence 
is rampant, with rape used as a weapon 
of war. In internally displaced persons 
camps, which are often overcrowded and 
lack adequate security measures, wom-
en are at heightened risk of exploitation 
and abuse. According to OCHA (2024f), 
533,000 women and girls require pro-
tection from gender-based violence.

Disruptions to education have dispro-
portionately affected girls, many of 
whom have been withdrawn from school 
to assist their families or to avoid the risk 
of violence. This exclusion perpetuates 
cycles of poverty and severely limits 
future opportunities, exacerbating the 
vulnerability of young women and girls. 
In Mozambique, 1 in 5 women report 
having experienced intimate partner vi-
olence, though this figure is likely to be 
significantly underestimated due to fears 
of stigma, retaliation, and difficulties in 
accessing support (ChildFund Alliance 
World Index, 2024).
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FIGURE 1.

(Source: ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024)

Healthcare conditions are dire, with 
limited access to maternal and repro-
ductive health services. Pregnant and 
breastfeeding women are particularly 
vulnerable to malnutrition, endangering 
both their lives and those of their chil-
dren. Hygiene conditions are also poor, 
complicating menstrual hygiene man-
agement and increasing the workload 
of women. 

Economically, women—who form a cru-
cial part of the workforce in agriculture 
and informal sectors—have suffered 
massive losses. Many have been forced 
into precarious jobs or dangerous sur-
vival strategies, further diminishing their 
resilience. The decline in women’s eco-
nomic opportunities is evident when 
looking at Figure 1, which shows a stag-
nation in Mozambique’s performance 
from 2015 to 2023. In 2023, Mozam-
bique’s score stood at 53.3, only slightly 
improved from 51.8 in 2015, reflecting 
ongoing challenges in economic empow-
erment for women. These compounded 
issues of violence, exclusion, and eco-
nomic hardship continue to undermine 
the well-being and opportunities for 
women and girls in Mozambique.

źF|X« º|X NÉNӁ­«X | ºŴ . ÇJ´ Jº |­ªX Ç º| ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŶ . ³XªXªMX³  º ´ºJ³ºXT Ç º| J Ӂ z|º ³J «Ŵ MÄº
Ç º| « ª «ÄºX´Ŵ XÆX³Éº| «z N|J«zXTŶ A|X ºXª°X³JºÄ³X T³­°°XTŴ J«T ´º³­«z Ç «T´ J«T |XJÆÉ ³J «
NJÄ´XT ­Ä³ |­Ä´X º­ N­ӁӁJ°´XŶ ?Ä³°³ ´ «zӁÉŴ º|X ÇJӁӁ J³­Ä«T ­Ä³ ÉJ³T ³XªJ «XT ´ºJ«T «zŶ FX |JT º­
ºJ¦X ´|XӁºX³ Jº ­Ä³ «X z|M­³Ź´ |­Ä´X Ä«♫Ӂ º| «z´ NJӁªXT T­Ç«Ŷ . ÇJ´ ºX³³ `XT ­Z Ӂ­´ «z ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŴ
J«T  « º|X X«TŴ ÇX Ӂ­´º XÆX³Éº| «zƆ­Ä³ Z­­TŴ NӁ­º|X´Ŵ J«T ­º|X³ MXӁ­«z «z´ ÇX³X JӁӁ z­«XŶ > z|º «­ÇŴ
. º| «¦ JTÄӁº´ ´|­ÄӁT Z­NÄ´ ­« z Æ «z Ä´ Xª­♫­«JӁ ´Ä°°­³º J«T |XӁ° «z ³XMÄ ӁT ­Ä³ Æ ӁӁJzXŶ F|Jº
Ç­³³ X´ ªX º|X ª­´º  ´ º|X ӁJN¦ ­Z NӁJ´´³­­ª´Ŷ F º|­Äº J °ӁJNX º­ ´ºÄTÉŴ . NJ«Źº z­ º­ ´N|­­ӁŴ J«T
º|X «XJ³X´º ­«X  ´ Ӄ ¦ Ӂ­ªXºX³´ JÇJÉŶ 2 Æ «z Ӂ ¦X º| ´ º|³XJºX«´ ªÉ ZÄºÄ³XŶ .Z JTÄӁº´ ³XJӁӁÉ Ӂ ´ºX«XT º­
Ä´Ŵ º|XÉŹT Ä«TX³´ºJ«T |­Ç ªÄN| ÇX Ӂ­ÆX º­ ӁXJ³«Ŷ FX T­«Źº ÇJ«º º­ zXº ªJ³³ XT XJ³ӁÉƈÇXŹ³X ´♫ӁӁ
N| ӁT³X« Ç º| T³XJª´ J«T z­JӁ´ ÇX ÇJ«º º­ JN| XÆXŶ  TÄӁº´ «XXT º­ N³XJºX ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ Z­³ Ä´ ´­
ÇX NJ« T³XJª M z J«T Ç­³¦ º­ÇJ³T ­Ä³ ZÄºÄ³XŶŻ

Laurinda, 14 years old*

Internal Conflict and 
Political Instability
The conflict in Mozambique’s central re-
gion, which concluded in 2021 or 2022 
with the killing of the leader of the Liber-
ation Front, had significant implications 
for the country’s stability. Political ten-
sions, exacerbated by the ruling party’s 
longstanding control over state institu-
tions since the first multiparty elections 
in 1994, contributed to unrest in the 
central region (Freedom House, 2022).

Meanwhile, violence in Cabo Delgado 
Province, which began in 2017, has 
escalated dramatically. Between 2023 
and 2024, attacks by armed groups 
increased by 400%, resulting in wide-
spread civilian massacres, the destruc-
tion of infrastructure, and the dis-
placement of nearly 200,000 people 

in the first five months of 2024—more 
than in the previous three years com-
bined. These groups have employed 
sophisticated military weapons and 
improvised explosive devices, further 
complicating the operational environ-
ment and hindering humanitarian ef-
forts (OCHA, 2024f).

The cumulative impact of these con-
flicts underscores the multifaceted 
challenges Mozambique faces, with 
insecurity, displacement, and political 
instability continuing to undermine the 
country’s resilience.

Political instability has compounded 
the crisis. Contested elections and in-
ter-party tensions have hampered gov-
ernance and the ability to deliver es-
sential services. Allegations of electoral 
fraud and deep mistrust between polit-
ical factions have fuelled public unrest, 
further weakening state institutions. 
Recent military operations, supported 
by Rwandan forces, aimed to reclaim 
non-state armed groups-controlled ar-
eas but have resulted in civilian casual-
ties and new displacements, delaying a 
return to normalcy in previously recov-
ered areas (ibid.).

In Mozambique,

1 in 5 

. 

This figure is likely to be significantly underestimated 

due to fears of stigma, retaliation, and difficulties 

in accessing support
(ChildFund Alliance World Index, 20241)

1  Source: Elaboration on Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation (IHME), 2023







Chapter 2. Country Profiles 63Her Future at Risk. The Cost of Humanitarian Crises on Women and Girls.62

Palestine

Index World Index Context Sub-Index Children’s Sub-Index Women’s Sub-Index 

2015 97/163 58.5/100 70/163 65.4/100 102/163 56.3/100 96/163 54.4/100

2024 93/157 62.3/100 68/157 70.1/100 102/157 58.5/100 92/157 58.9/100

Human Rights Implementation: BASIC*
ƒA|X $| ӁT*Ä«T  ӁӁ J«NX F­³ӁT .«TXÈ ǍǋǍǏ TJºJ ³XZX³ º­ ǍǋǍǎŶ

Before October 2023

Over the past decade, Palestine has 
faced an escalating humanitarian crisis 
driven by a combination of blockades, 
military operations, settler violence, and 
systematic violations of human rights. 
Before October 2023, while the popu-
lation’s living conditions were extremely 
challenging, especially in the Gaza Strip, 
they were not yet at the crisis levels seen 
after that date. Palestinians lived under 
a prolonged Israeli military occupation, 
with significant restrictions on move-
ment, access to services, and daily life. 
Basic infrastructure like healthcare and 
education was functional to some extent, 
though often underfunded and stretched 
thin. In this context, life for many Pales-
tinians was marked by a persistent state 
of insecurity and limited opportunities, 
particularly for those in the Gaza Strip. 
However, the situation did not reach a 
point of total societal breakdown. This 

changed dramatically after October 
2023, when the situation escalated, and 
the systematic violations of human rights 
intensified, further exacerbating the dire 
living conditions, especially for women, 
children, and vulnerable groups.

The situation is clearly reflected in the
ChildFund Alliance World Index 2024, as 
shown in Figure 1, which tracks the histor-
ical series of the Conflict and Wars dimen-
sion. Palestine’s score has consistently 
been well below both the global average 
and the regional average for the Middle 
East and North Africa. With a score of 
just 64.5 out of 100 in 2015, compared 
to 74.3 for the region and 83 globally, the 
country has persistently underperformed, 
reflecting a context of protracted crisis, 
ongoing conflict, and widespread human 
rights violations. While the situation has 
always been critical, in recent history, it 
had not escalated into the full-scale hu-
manitarian crisis we are witnessing today.

From 2022, there were signs of slight 
improvement. However, the data in the 
World Index 2024 edition captures a 
period prior to October 2023. The full 
impact of Israel’s war on the Gaza Strip 
and the ongoing humanitarian crisis will 
only be accounted for in the next edition 
of the World Index.

 
 

In 2023,

10% of Palestinian primary 

school-aged children 

 and 28% 

of youth were 

� (ChildFund Alliance World Index, 20241)

1  Source: Elaboration on UNESCO, 2023.

Financial Tracking Service

Source: OCHA 2024, Financial Tracking Service (as of 23 December 2024)

The Niger Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan for 
2024 was funded at only 49.2%. Of the $662.2 million re-
quired to meet the population’s humanitarian needs, only 
$325.9 million was raised. The vast majority of the funds – 
34.7% – were allocated to food security projects, according 

to OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (OCHA, 2024b). In 
contrast, the least-funded initiatives included those dedi-
cated to child protection (0.7% of the total) and protection 
from gender-based violence (0.5% of the total).
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49.2%
coverage

child protection (0.7%)

protection from  
gender-based violence (0.5%)

food security (34.7%)

ChildFund Alliance in Niger

ChildFund Alliance members Educo and 
WeWorld implement a range of projects 
in Niger, focusing on food security, ma-

ternal health, and the right to education 
for children and families. Their work con-
tinues throughout both peacetime and 
periods of conflict and insecurity, aiming 
to address the challenges faced by com-

munities in vulnerable and marginalised 
conditions and provide essential support 
to those in need.

The Outlook for 2025
The crisis in Niger continues to evolve, 
with millions of people suffering from 
persistent insecurity, epidemics, hunger, 
and natural disasters. Protecting human 
life and fundamental rights remains the 
most urgent priority. 

 (OCHA HNRP, 2025). Gender ine-
qualities and the vulnerability of women 
and girls are set to increase, hindering 
progress towards long-term develop-
ment. Solutions must focus on empow-
ering women, providing education, and 
offering protection, alongside promoting 

climate change adaptation strategies and 
improving access to healthcare and ed-
ucation. Addressing the root causes of 
displacement and conflict, promoting 
climate change adaptation, and ensuring 
greater resilience are essential compo-
nents of a global approach to alleviating 
suffering in Niger.



https://www.unrwa.org/
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Financial Tracking Service

Source: OCHA 2024, Financial Tracking Service (as of 23 December 2024)

The Escalation of Hostilities in the Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritory Flash Appeal 2024 was funded at only 73.8%. Of the 
$3,422.9 billion required to meet the population’s humanitar-
ian needs, only $2,526.4 was raised. The vast majority of the 
funds – one-third – was allocated to food security projects, 

followed by health projects (16.3%), according to OCHA’s 
Financial Tracking Service. In contrast, the least-funded ini-
tiatives included those dedicated to protection (1.9% of the 
total), child protection (0.8% of the total) and protection from 
gender-based violence (0.4% of the total).
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73.8%
coverage 3.6%

health (16.3%)

protection from gender-based
violence (0.4%)

child protection (0.8%)

protection (1.9%)

food security 
(34%)

WeWorld in Palestine

WeWorld has been active in Palestine 
since 1992, providing humanitarian aid 
and emergency assistance to meet the 
critical needs of vulnerable communities, 
particularly in Area C of the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. Our efforts focus on 
lifesaving support for children and their 
families, tackling urgent challenges such 

as access to education and water scarci-
ty through the construction and rehabili-
tation of essential infrastructure.

Beyond emergency response, WeWorld 
is committed to fostering economic and 
social development, as well as imple-
menting capacity-strengthening initia-
tives to ensure the sustainable manage-
ment of resources, helping communities 

build resilience in the face of ongoing 
crises. Since the outbreak of the latest 
war in Gaza, we have expanded our hu-
manitarian operations, working closely 
with partners from the ChildFund Alli-
ance – including ChildFund Deutsch-
land, ChildFund Korea, and Barnfonden 
– to provide targeted support where it is 
needed most.

ƌJ´ ­Z ǎǋ &XNXªMX³ ǍǋǍǏƍ ƌJ´ ­Z Ǎǋ *XM³ÄJ³É ǍǋǍǐƍ

źF|Jº ÇX J³X NÄ³³X«ºӁÉ z­ «z º|³­Äz|  ´ °J « J«T |Äª Ӂ J♫­«Ŷ

? «NX º|X MXz «« «z ­Z º|X ÇJ³Ŵ º|X +JÊJ ?º³ ° |J´ MXX« ´Ä]X³ «z Z³­ª J ÇJºX³ ´|­³ºJzXŶ A| ´
N³ ´ ´  ´ X´NJӁJ♫«zŶ FX ÇJ ºXT Z­³ ª­³X º|J« ǎ |­Ä³´ º­ `ӁӁ ǌǏ Ӂ º³X´ ­Z ÇJºX³ Z­³ º|X Ç|­ӁX ӂ ZJª ӁÉ
ªXªMX³´Ŷ F|Jº °J «´ ªX º|X ª­´º  ´ º|X Æ ­ӁJ♫­« ­Z º|X N ♫ÊX«´Ź T z« ºÉŶ  ǌǍƆӁ ºX³ ÇJºX³ M­ÀӁX  ´
´­ӁT Jº J | z| °³ NX TÄX º­ º|X ´NJ³N ºÉ ­Z ÇJºX³Ŷ A|X TX´ z«JºXT `ӁӁ «z J³XJ´ J³X Ä«NӁXJ«Ŵ J«T Ç|Jº
ÇX zXº  ´ TX´JӁ «JºXT ÇJºX³Ŷ

#³XJTŴ º|X ´ºJ°ӁX ­Z Ӂ ZXŴ MXNJªX J ӁÄÈÄ³ÉŶ FX ÇJ º MXºÇXX« `ÆX J«T ´XÆX« |­Ä³´ Ä«TX³
M­ªMJ³TªX«ºŴ |XJºŴ J«T º| ³´ºŶ H­Ä³ M­TÉ  ´ XÈ|JÄ´ºXTŴ J«T º|X« É­Ä ZJ Ӂ º­ zXº J Ӂ­JZ ­Z M³XJT J«T
º³É JzJ « º|X «XÈº TJÉŶ A|X °³ NX ­Z J Ӂ­JZ ­Z M³XJTŴ Ç| N| ´ÄiNX´ Z­³ J ´ªJӁӁ ZJª ӁÉŴ |J´ º³ °ӁXTŶ

.« º|X ³XZÄzXX NX«º³X´Ŵ º|X ´ ºÄJ♫­«  ´ «­ ӁX´´ T ³XŶ ,Éz X«X  ´ °­­³Ŷ FX ´º³ÄzzӁX º­ Ä´X º|X °ÄMӁ N
º­ ӁXº´Ŷ FJ´| «z NӁ­º|X´  ´ J TJÄ«♫«z ºJ´¦ Jª T °­°ÄӁJ♫­« °³X´´Ä³X J«T ÇJºX³ ´NJ³N ºÉŶ A|X N­ӁT
« z|º´ ´|­ÇXT «­ ªX³NÉŴ Ç³J°° «z º|X N| ӁT³X«  «  º´ N| ӁӁÉ XªM³JNXŴ ӁXJT «z º­ N­Äz|´ J«T N­ӁT´Ŵ
Ç| ӁX  «ZXN♫­«´ °ӁJÉXT J N³ÄXӁ zJªX ­Z ºJz Jª­«z º|X  «|JM ºJ«º´Ŷ

;³X°J³ «z Z­­T  ´ J«  ª°­´´ MӁX ºJ´¦Ŷ A|X³X  ´ «­ zJ´ Z­³ N­­¦ «zŴ J«T ÇX °³X°J³X Z­­T  «ºX³ª ÀX«ºӁÉ
º­ º³É º­ ´J♫´ZÉ ­Ä³ N| ӁT³X«Ź´ |Ä«zX³Ŷ A|X N| ӁT³X«Ź´ « z|º´ ÇX³X ³X´ºӁX´´ŵ º|XÉ JӁÇJÉ´ ´N³XJªŴ
J«T º|X ³ ´ӁXX° ÇJ´  ³³XzÄӁJ³ Jª T´º º|X ³X«XÇXT M­ªM «zŶ A|X ³ T³XJª´ J³X `ӁӁXT Ç º| ³XNÄ³³ «z
« z|ºªJ³X´Ŷ

#XZ­³X º|X ÇJ³Ŵ ªÉ TJÄz|ºX³ |JT J T­ªX´♫N JNN TX«º º|Jº NJÄ´XT ´XÆX³X MÄ³«´Ŷ FX ÇX³X  «
º|X JTÆJ«NXT ´ºJzX´ ­Z º³XJºªX«ºŴ MÄº ´ «NX º|X ÇJ³ MXzJ«Ŵ ´|X |J´«Źº ³XNX ÆXT º|X «XNX´´J³É
º³XJºªX«ºŴ J«T |X³ N­«T ♫­«  ´ Ç­³´X« «zŶ ,­´° ºJӁ´ J³X Z­NÄ´ «z ­«  «¤Ä³ X´Ŵ J«T º|X³XŹ´ J ´|­³ºJzX
­Z ªXT N «X´Ŷ .ªJz «X |­Ç ªJ«É °X­°ӁX Ç º| ´ ª ӁJ³ NJ´X´ J³X Jº ³ ´¦ŶŻ

* Testimony from a member of WeWorld humanitarian staff

precedented level, leading to the high-
est displacement of Palestinians in the 
region since 1967. Large-scale military 
operations have been ongoing across 
the northern West Bank, particularly af-
fecting Jenin since 20 January 2025 and 
Tulkarem since 28 January 2025, with 
smaller operations taking place in refu-
gee camps in Nablus (ibid.). The United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has report-
ed that nearly all 20,000 residents of 
the Jenin refugee camp have been dis-
placed over the past two months, with 
most now being sheltered within the 
host community in Jenin City and its sur-
rounding towns.

In late February 2025, Israel deployed 
tanks to Jenin for the first time in over 
twenty years, signalling a major escala-
tion in military operations in the region. 
Then, shortly after midnight on Sunday, 

2 March, Israel suspended the entry of 
humanitarian aid into the Gaza Strip in 
an effort to pressure Hamas into accept-
ing terms for extending the truce.

The decision, which coincides with the 
start of Ramadan, has severely impacted 
over two million people in Gaza. Hamas 
swiftly rejected Israel’s proposal, de-
nouncing it as “blackmail” and calling on 
mediators such as Egypt and Qatar to in-
tervene. Meanwhile, the situation on the 
ground has further deteriorated due to 
Israeli attacks, underscoring the fragility 
of the current ceasefire.

Despite some progress in the initial 
phase of the truce, including the release 
of hostages and prisoners, both sides 
have yet to reach an agreement on a 
second phase that could pave the way 
for a lasting ceasefire.

After sixteen months of war and an un-
precedented humanitarian crisis, there 
had been hope that sustained stability 
could lay the groundwork for the long 
and arduous process of reconstruction. 
However, the inauguration of the new 
Trump administration raises concerns 
about further disruption to the peace 
and reconstruction process. On one 
hand, the US administration has sug-
gested that the population leave Gaza to 
accelerate the region’s reconstruction, 
calling on other Arab countries, such 
as Egypt and the Gulf states, to accept 
them as refugees. On the other hand, 
the intensification of military operations 
in the West Bank suggests a potential 
acceleration of Israel’s plans for the full 
annexation of the territory. 
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Source: OCHA 2024, Financial Tracking Service (as of 23 December 2024)
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ble, long-term humanitarian project to 
support women and children.

Currently, our operational offices in 
Ukraine are located in Kyiv, Kherson, Myk-
olayiv, and Kharkiv. We work alongside 
those who, despite the ongoing conflict, 
have chosen to stay, as well as those who 
have returned after abandoning their 
homes under attack. We are also active 

in Moldova, where we provide shelter to 
people who have decided to leave Ukraine.

 
ChildFund Alliance 
in Ukraine
ChildFund Alliance members ChildFund 
Deutschland, Educo, and WeWorld are 
present in Ukraine, implementing pro-
jects to support children and families 

impacted by the conflict. This includes 
cash assistance programmes, migration 
advice, psycho-social support, and hu-
manitarian assistance.

69.7%
coverage

multi-sector (14.1%)

emergency shelter and  
non-food items (12.1%)

child protection (4.2%)

protection from  
gender-based violence  
(2.1%)

food security (16.4%)

The Ukraine Humanitarian Needs and Response Plan 2024 
was funded at only 69.7%. Of the $3,107.7 billion required 
to meet the population’s humanitarian needs, only $2,167.0 
was raised. The vast majority of the funds were allocated to 
food security (16.4%) and multi-sector (14.1%) projects and 

emergency shelter and non-food items (12.1%), according to 
OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (OCHA, 2024b). In con-
trast, the least-funded initiatives included those dedicated 
to child protection (4.2% of the total) and protection from 
gender-based violence (2.1% of the total).

Financial Tracking Service
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disproportionately affected by these 
disruptions, facing unique challenges 
related to their gender.

The presence of landmines and unex-
ploded ordnance has made daily life 
dangerous for children. By the end 
of 2024, potentially 23% of Ukraine’s 
territory could be contaminated with 
mines and unexploded ordnance, pos-
ing a serious threat to children’s safety 
(UNDP, 2024a). 
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threat to children’s safety
(UNDP, 2024a).

The psychological impact on children, 
particularly those exposed to violence, 
has been profound. Many have wit-
nessed horrific scenes, such as the 
loss of family members, destruction 
of homes, and attacks on civilian in-
frastructure. This trauma has left many 
children grappling with mental health 
issues, including anxiety, depression, 
and post-traumatic stress disorder. Ac-
cess to mental health services has been 
scarce, with many displaced children 
experiencing the compounded stress 
of living in unsafe, overcrowded con-
ditions while also trying to cope with 
the emotional fallout from their experi-
ences (UNICEF, 2024b). The long-term 
effects of this trauma threaten to affect 
an entire generation of children, leav-
ing them at risk of further socio-eco-
nomic hardship in the future.

The Outlook for 2025

This year marks the third anniversary of 
the conflict in Ukraine, and the situation 
has reached a worrying stalemate. With 
winter worsening already dire condi-
tions, civilians are finding it increasingly 
difficult to cope. 

 (OCHA HNRP 2025).

The inauguration of the new Trump ad-
ministration has marked a turning point 
in the conflict, leading to the rehabilita-
tion of Putin’s image and a rewriting of 
the war’s narrative. The United States 
has initiated negotiations with the Rus-
sian Federation, excluding both Ukraine 
and the European Union. These negotia-
tions are expected to impose highly un-
favourable conditions on Ukraine2.

The protection of human rights must 
remain a top priority, ensuring that vul-
nerable populations, particularly women 
and children, receive the support they 
need. Without a sustained commitment 
to peace and an end to hostilities, the 
humanitarian crisis will persist, with 
long-term repercussions for individuals 
and communities across Ukraine.

2 After weeks of tension between Trump and Zelensky, along 
with various attempts by European leaders to mediate and lay 
the groundwork for a peace agreement, in early March 2025, 
US President Donald Trump decided to temporarily suspend the 
delivery of new military aid to Ukraine.

For now, it remains unclear whether 
these initial diplomatic meetings will lead 
to a cessation of hostilities—something 
the international community has long 
been calling for. What is certain, howev-
er, is that if an agreement is reached, ef-
forts must focus on recovery. After years 
of war, the population has become de-
pendent on humanitarian aid; men have 
been forced into conscription, women 
have been left to manage households 
alone, and children have been deprived 
of education.

The social fabric of a country that was 
already undergoing a complex transition 
towards democracy—caught between 
Russia and the European Union—must 
now be rebuilt. Today, much of Ukraine’s 
infrastructure lies in ruins, public discon-
tent is widespread, and trust in institu-
tions has eroded, further exacerbated by 
the imposition of martial law.

WeWorld in Ukraine

WeWorld immediately intervened in 
Ukraine in March 2022 - thanks to our 
ChildFund Alliance partner ChildFund 
Deutschland - to assist people forced to 
leave their homes in the eastern regions 
of the country. We quickly activated lo-
cal partners and, shortly thereafter, es-
tablished a permanent presence to re-
spond to the emergency. This included 
distributing food, water, and essential 
goods, while also launching a sustaina 

ź. Jª Ç­³³ XT JM­Äº zXⱭ«z J« XTÄNJ♫­«Ŷ 
6­Ç J«T  « º|X ZÄºÄ³XŶŻ

Sofia, 14 years old*

ź TÄӁº´ «XXT º­ MX ´X«´ ♫ÆX º­ N| ӁT³X«Ź´ Xª­♫­«JӁ ´ºJºXŴ
°³­Æ TX º|Xª Ç º| ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ º­ XÈ°³X´´ º|X ³ ZXXӁ «z´ J«T
ºJ¦X NJ³X ­Z º|X ³ ªX«ºJӁ ´ºJM Ӂ ºÉŶ $³XJ♫«z J ´JZXŴ ´Ä°°­³♫ÆX
X«Æ ³­«ªX«º Jº |­ªX J«T Jº ´N|­­Ӂ  ´ ÆX³É  ª°­³ºJ«ºŶŻ

Kateryna, 12 years old*
*Testimonies collected by WeWorld in Ukraine

https://childfundalliance.org/members_information/childfund-deutschland/
https://childfundalliance.org/members_information/childfund-deutschland/
https://childfundalliance.org/members_information/educo/
https://childfundalliance.org/members_information/weworld/


https://actionaid.org/sites/default/files/publications/Agents of Change.pdf
https://actionaid.org/sites/default/files/publications/Agents of Change.pdf
https://actionaid.org/sites/default/files/publications/Agents of Change.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/00324728.2023.2181383,
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/BFA
https://bti-project.org/en/reports/country-report/BFA
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Niger-FINAL.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Niger-FINAL.pdf
https://ejbn4fjvt9h.exactdn.com/uploads/2024/11/INDEX-2024-7-web-pagine-affiancate-1.pdf
https://ejbn4fjvt9h.exactdn.com/uploads/2024/11/INDEX-2024-7-web-pagine-affiancate-1.pdf
https://ejbn4fjvt9h.exactdn.com/uploads/2024/11/INDEX-2024-7-web-pagine-affiancate-1.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9790956/
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-cyclone-chido-flash-update-18-december-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-cyclone-chido-flash-update-18-december-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/mozambique/mozambique-cyclone-chido-flash-update-18-december-2024
https://freedomhouse.org/country/mozambique/freedom-world/2022?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://freedomhouse.org/country/mozambique/freedom-world/2022?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_575499.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_575499.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_575499.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/documents/2023-07/human_trafficking_in_the_ukraine_crisis-final2.pdf,
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/documents/2023-07/human_trafficking_in_the_ukraine_crisis-final2.pdf,
https://www.iom.int/sites/g/files/tmzbdl486/files/documents/2023-07/human_trafficking_in_the_ukraine_crisis-final2.pdf,
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext
https://msf.lu/en/articles/il-ne-sagit-pas-dun-traumatisme-normal-la-difficulte-des-soins-de-sante-mentale-pour-les
https://msf.lu/en/articles/il-ne-sagit-pas-dun-traumatisme-normal-la-difficulte-des-soins-de-sante-mentale-pour-les
https://msf.lu/en/articles/il-ne-sagit-pas-dun-traumatisme-normal-la-difficulte-des-soins-de-sante-mentale-pour-les
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2024/08/07/ethiopia-conflicts-trigger-surge-rape-and-violence-against-women
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2024/08/07/ethiopia-conflicts-trigger-surge-rape-and-violence-against-women
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2024/08/07/ethiopia-conflicts-trigger-surge-rape-and-violence-against-women
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-herat-earthquake-response-situation-report-no-1-27-october-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-herat-earthquake-response-situation-report-no-1-27-october-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-herat-earthquake-response-situation-report-no-1-27-october-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-herat-earthquake-response-situation-report-no-1-27-october-2023
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-cost-inaction-november-2024
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-cost-inaction-november-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In 2025%2C humanitarian actors will,hygiene items and cash assistance%2C
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In 2025%2C humanitarian actors will,hygiene items and cash assistance%2C
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In 2025%2C humanitarian actors will,hygiene items and cash assistance%2C
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In 2025%2C humanitarian actors will,hygiene items and cash assistance%2C
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In 2025%2C humanitarian actors will,hygiene items and cash assistance%2C
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024#:~:text=In 2025%2C humanitarian actors will,hygiene items and cash assistance%2C
https://fts.unocha.org/plans/overview/2024
https://fts.unocha.org/plans/overview/2024
https://www.unocha.org/burkina-faso
https://response.reliefweb.int/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin/situation-update-13-december-2024
https://response.reliefweb.int/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin/situation-update-13-december-2024
https://response.reliefweb.int/ethiopia/humanitarian-bulletin/situation-update-13-december-2024
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/mozambique/mozambique-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/mozambique/mozambique-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/mozambique/mozambique-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/mozambique/mozambique-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-december-2024
https://www.unocha.org/niger#:~:text=Niger continues to face an,the population%2C require humanitarian assistance.&text=*Estimated pending finalization
https://www.unocha.org/niger#:~:text=Niger continues to face an,the population%2C require humanitarian assistance.&text=*Estimated pending finalization
https://www.unocha.org/niger#:~:text=Niger continues to face an,the population%2C require humanitarian assistance.&text=*Estimated pending finalization
https://www.unocha.org/niger#:~:text=Niger continues to face an,the population%2C require humanitarian assistance.&text=*Estimated pending finalization
https://www.unocha.org/niger#:~:text=Niger continues to face an,the population%2C require humanitarian assistance.&text=*Estimated pending finalization
https://www.unocha.org/occupied-palestinian-territory
https://www.unocha.org/occupied-palestinian-territory
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-january-2025-enuk
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-january-2025-enuk
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-january-2025-enuk
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-besoins-humanitaires-et-plan-de-reponse-2025-janvier-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-besoins-humanitaires-et-plan-de-reponse-2025-janvier-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/mali-besoins-humanitaires-et-plan-de-reponse-2025-janvier-2025
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-252-west-bank#:~:text=The year 2024 has recorded,West Bank%2C including East Jerusalem
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-252-west-bank#:~:text=The year 2024 has recorded,West Bank%2C including East Jerusalem
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-252-west-bank#:~:text=The year 2024 has recorded,West Bank%2C including East Jerusalem
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-252-west-bank#:~:text=The year 2024 has recorded,West Bank%2C including East Jerusalem
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/humanitarian-situation-update-252-west-bank#:~:text=The year 2024 has recorded,West Bank%2C including East Jerusalem
https://rsf.org/en/analyse_regionale/532
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/ukraine-mental-health-toll-war-leaves-children-speech-defects-twitching-and-sleep-disorders
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/ukraine-mental-health-toll-war-leaves-children-speech-defects-twitching-and-sleep-disorders
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/ukraine-mental-health-toll-war-leaves-children-speech-defects-twitching-and-sleep-disorders
https://arabstates.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/gender-alert-the-_gendered-impact-of-the-crisis-in-gaza.pdf
https://arabstates.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/gender-alert-the-_gendered-impact-of-the-crisis-in-gaza.pdf
https://arabstates.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/gender-alert-the-_gendered-impact-of-the-crisis-in-gaza.pdf
https://www.undp.org/press-releases/new-un-report-impacts-war-have-set-back-development-gaza-much-69-years
https://www.undp.org/press-releases/new-un-report-impacts-war-have-set-back-development-gaza-much-69-years
https://www.undp.org/press-releases/new-un-report-impacts-war-have-set-back-development-gaza-much-69-years
https://www.undp.org/eurasia/stories/ukraine-tackling-mine-action-all-sides-make-land-safe-again
https://www.undp.org/eurasia/stories/ukraine-tackling-mine-action-all-sides-make-land-safe-again
https://www.undp.org/eurasia/stories/ukraine-tackling-mine-action-all-sides-make-land-safe-again
https://www.undrr.org/resource/case-study/multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-mozambique#:~:text=National context,geography and variable climate patterns
https://www.undrr.org/resource/case-study/multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-mozambique#:~:text=National context,geography and variable climate patterns
https://www.undrr.org/resource/case-study/multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-mozambique#:~:text=National context,geography and variable climate patterns
https://www.undrr.org/resource/case-study/multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-mozambique#:~:text=National context,geography and variable climate patterns
https://ukraine.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Economic Costs of Violence_2017_3.pdf,
https://ukraine.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Economic Costs of Violence_2017_3.pdf,
https://ukraine.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Economic Costs of Violence_2017_3.pdf,
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/unfpa-mali-situation-report-6-5-december-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/unfpa-mali-situation-report-6-5-december-2024
https://www.unfpa.org/ukraine
https://www.unfpa.org/ukraine
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/afghanistan-situation?_gl=1*ifqwv2*_gcl_au*MTk1MTU3Mzg2OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_rup_ga_EVDQTJ4LMY*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA.*_ga*MTQ5ODIzMjA5OS4xNzM0OTQ5ODgx*_ga_X2YZPJ1XWR*MTczNDk0OTg4MC4xLjAuMTczNDk0OTg4MC42MC4wLjA
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/burkina-faso?year=2024
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/burkina-faso?year=2024
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/burkina-faso?year=2024
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/ethiopia
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/ethiopia
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/mali
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/mali
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/mozambique
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/mozambique
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/mozambique
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/niger
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/operations/niger
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/ukraine-situation
https://reporting.unhcr.org/operational/situations/ukraine-situation
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/niger
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/niger
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/166791/file/UNICEF Ukraine Humanitarian Situation Report No.46 1-30 November 2024.pdf
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/meeting-summary/2023/03/afternoon-human-rights-council-hears-current-israeli-plan-double
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/meeting-summary/2023/03/afternoon-human-rights-council-hears-current-israeli-plan-double
https://www.ungeneva.org/en/news-media/meeting-summary/2023/03/afternoon-human-rights-council-hears-current-israeli-plan-double
https://www.unrwa.org/gaza15-years-blockade
https://www.unrwa.org/gaza15-years-blockade
https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/photo_essay_education_under_attack.pdf,
https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/photo_essay_education_under_attack.pdf,
https://www.unrwa.org/sites/default/files/photo_essay_education_under_attack.pdf,
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/palestine-emergency
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/palestine-emergency


https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Gender-country-profile-Afghanistan-en.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-06/Gender-country-profile-Afghanistan-en.pdf


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?Treaty=CEDAW&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?Treaty=CEDAW&Lang=en
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7  For information related to 2021-2023 see UN Women, 2024.

8

8  See Human Rights Watch, 2025.

• Afghan women are prohibited from working for 
United Nations entities.

• Female doctors are banned from registering for 
specialization exams under the authority of the 
Ministry of Public Health.

• Beauty salons are ordered to shut down within 
one month.

• NGOs are prohibited from engaging in projects 
involving awareness-raising, conflict resolution, 
advocacy, or peacebuilding.

• The Taliban reinstates flogging and stoning as 
punishments for women accused of adultery.

• Women are prohibited from traveling without a 
male guardian (ªJ|³Jª).

• Full-body veiling becomes mandatory, including 
covering the face. Clothing must not be short, 
thin, or tight.

• Gender mixing between unrelated men and 
women is strictly forbidden.

• Women are banned from reciting, singing, or 
reading aloud in public. They are also prohibited 
from looking at men they are not related to, and 
vice versa.

• Women are banned from pursuing medical 
education, including nursing and midwifery 
programmes.

• Women are prohibited from participating in 
sports.

• The Ministry of Women’s Affairs is dissolved 
and replaced by the Ministry of Propagation of 
Virtue and Prevention of Vice.

• Female government employees are instructed 
to remain at home and cease working.

• Women presenters and journalists are 
mandated to cover their entire face while 
appearing on television.

• Women must be accompanied by a ªJ|³Jª 
(male relative) when traveling distances 
exceeding 77 kilometers.

• Girls’ secondary education is suspended beyond 
grade six.

• Women are required to adhere to a “proper 
hijab,” preferably wearing a burqa, and are 
instructed not to leave their homes without 
a valid reason (“the first and best form of 
observing hijab”).

• Female employees in the Ministry of Finance 
are directed to send male relatives to take over 
their jobs.

• Women are banned from accessing public 
baths, parks, gyms, sports facilities, and 
amusement parks.

• Afghan women are prohibited from working 
with national and international NGOs.

• Women and girls are barred from higher 
education and university enrollment.

Timeline of Decrees Restricting 
Women’s Rights in Afghanistan 
(2021–2024) 
The following highlights key developments in the DfA’s 
systematic restrictions on the rights of Afghan women and 
girls, though it is not an exhaustive list:



https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099060523132512650/p16835704a54570c60aded0ff5644d7a90a#:~:text=The World Bank conducted the,wide range of welfare indicators
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099060523132512650/p16835704a54570c60aded0ff5644d7a90a#:~:text=The World Bank conducted the,wide range of welfare indicators
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/975d25c52634db31c504a2c6bee44d22-0310012023/original/Afghanistan-Welfare-Monitoring-Survey-3.pdf
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/975d25c52634db31c504a2c6bee44d22-0310012023/original/Afghanistan-Welfare-Monitoring-Survey-3.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/resource/brief/employment-afghanistan-2022-rapid-impact-assessment
https://www.ilo.org/resource/brief/employment-afghanistan-2022-rapid-impact-assessment
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/depriving-girls-secondary-education-translates-loss-least-us500-million-afghan
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/depriving-girls-secondary-education-translates-loss-least-us500-million-afghan
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/27/afghanistan-women-disabilities-face-systemic-abuse
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-response-overview-1-january-31-december-2023#:~:text=In 2023%2C FSAC reached 26.3,12.51 million received livelihood support
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-response-overview-1-january-31-december-2023#:~:text=In 2023%2C FSAC reached 26.3,12.51 million received livelihood support
https://evawglobal-database.unwomen.org/en/countries/asia/afghanistan#1
https://evawglobal-database.unwomen.org/en/countries/asia/afghanistan#1
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/reports/afghanistan-multiple-indicator-cluster-survey-mics-2022-2023
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62e895bdf6085938506cc492/t/63a40d94d9b98870aac88e2b/1671695769228/GTS_Afghanistan_Health_June2022_EN.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/62e895bdf6085938506cc492/t/63a40d94d9b98870aac88e2b/1671695769228/GTS_Afghanistan_Health_June2022_EN.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.MMRT?locations=AF.-AF
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/let-girls-and-women-afghanistan-learn
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The Story of Farzana

Farzana, aged 11 years, does not attend 
school because there is no school in her 
village. In the absence of formal educa-
tion, Farzana spends her time helping her 
mother with household chores and car-
ing for their goat. Additionally, she takes 
on the difficult task of fetching water 
from neighbouring areas, as the village 
wells are contaminated. This water is so 
polluted that it is unfit for consumption, 
even for their livestock. Despite these 
challenges, Farzana remains resilient, 
contributing significantly to her family’s 
daily survival.

Farzana comes from a family of 13 mem-
bers. Her family consists of her parents, 
five sisters—Donya Gul, Rokhshana (who 
is visually impaired), Zarmina, Saheba, 
and Amina—and five brothers—Ewaz, 
Nesar, Jaweed, Mustafa, and Sodais. 
The family has struggled to make ends 
meet, and Farzana’s mother has suc-
cessfully accessed WeWorld’s Cash for 
Food intervention programme, which 
has had a significant impact. Through 
this programme, they receive essen-
tial food supplies such as rice, oil, and 
flour, ensuring their nutritional needs 
are met. The programme also addresses 

their healthcare requirements, resolving 
health issues within the family. Addition-
ally, it provides winter clothing, helping 
to ensure their comfort and well-being 
during the colder months. 

Since joining the programme, there have 
been significant improvements in their 
lives. As one family member expressed, 
“FX ÇX³X JMӁX º­ °JÉ ­] ­Ä³ Ӂ­J«´ J«T
TXMº´Ŵ Ç| N| |JT MXX« J ´ z« `NJ«º MÄ³TX«
­« Ä´Ŷ 5­³X­ÆX³Ŵ ­Ä³ MJ´ N «XXT´ J³X «­Ç
MX «z ªXº JTX²ÄJºXӁÉŶ” 

Farzana describes the activities they 
have taken part in, saying, “FX ZXXӁ z³JºXƆ
ZÄӁ Z­³ º|X ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ ÇX |JÆX ³XNX ÆXT
MXNJÄ´X ªJ«É TX´X³Æ «z  «T Æ TÄJӁ´  « ­Ä³
N­ªªÄ« ºÉ |JÆX «­º ÉXº ³XNX ÆXT J«É Z­³ª
­Z J´´ ´ºJ«NXŶ” 

Farzana’s dreams and aspirations for the 
future are clear—she shares, “. T³XJª ­Z
JÀX«T «z ´N|­­Ӂ J«T MXN­ª «z J ºXJN|X³Ŵ
Ç º| º|X z­JӁ ­Z ­]X³ «z XTÄNJ♫­«JӁ ­°Ɔ
°­³ºÄ« ♫X´ Ç º| « ­Ä³ Æ ӁӁJzXŶ”

I dream of attending school and 
becoming a teacher, with the goal of offering 
educational opportunities within our village.
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Anis Gul, aged 10, attends school and is 
currently in the third grade. Her favour-
ite subject is Dari Language. She comes 
from a family of seven, including two 
sisters, three brothers, and both her par-
ents. Through WeWorld’s Cash for Food 
intervention programme, her family has 
received financial assistance.

As Anis Gul explains, źFX J³X °J³º ­Z º| ´
 « ♫J♫ÆX MXNJÄ´X ªJ«É ZJª Ӂ X´  « ­Ä³
N­ªªÄ« ºÉŴ  «NӁÄT «z ­Ä³´Ŵ J³X XN­«­ªƆ
 NJӁӁÉ ÇXJ¦Ŷ ? «NX ÇX MXNJªX °J³º ­Z º| ´
°³­z³JªªXŴ ÇX |JÆX XÈ°X³ X«NXT J ´ z« ZƆ
 NJ«º  ª°³­ÆXªX«º  « ­Ä³ ­ÆX³JӁӁ ÇXӁӁƆMXƆ
 «zŶ FX ZXXӁ ª­³X Jº XJ´X M­º| ªX«ºJӁӁÉ
J«T °|É´ NJӁӁÉŶ FX J³X «­Ç JMӁX º­ ªXXº
­Ä³ MJ´ N «XXT´  «TX°X«TX«ºӁÉ J«T |JÆX

JN²Ä ³XT X´´X«♫JӁ ªJºX³ JӁ´ º­ °³X°J³X
Z­³ º|X Ç «ºX³ ´XJ´­«Ŵ X«´Ä³ «z ­Ä³ |XJӁº|
J«T N­ªZ­³ºŶŻ

When asked about her dreams for the fu-
ture, Anis Gul shares, “. T³XJª ­Z MXN­ªƆ

 «z J T­Nº­³ ­«X TJÉŶ 5É z­JӁ  ´ º­ JTT³X´´
º|X |XJӁº| N|JӁӁX«zX´ ZJNXT MÉ ªÉ Æ ӁӁJzXŴ
­]X³ «z ªXT NJӁ J´´ ´ºJ«NX J«T NJ³X º­  ªƆ
°³­ÆX º|X ÇXӁӁƆMX «z ­Z ­Ä³ N­ªªÄ« ºÉŶŻ

The Story of Anis Gul

I dream of becoming a doctor one day. 
My goal is to address the health challenges faced 

by my village, offering medical assistance and care 
to improve the well-being of our community.
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The Story of Mulla Bakhshullah 

Mulla Bakhshullah, aged 69 years, has 
children who attend school. He feels 
proud that his children have this oppor-
tunity, saying, ź(TÄNJ♫­«  ´  ª°­³ºJ«º Z­³
º|X ³ ZÄºÄ³XŴ J«T . |­°X  º Ç ӁӁ |XӁ° º|Xª
MÄ ӁT J MXÀX³ Ӂ ZXŶŻ

Mulla Bakhshullah’s family consists of 
ten members, including his wife, four 
daughters, and four sons.

He has accessed WeWorld’s Agricultur-
al Kit Distribution programme through 
our partner RRAA. This programme aims 
to support and improve his agricultural 
activities, ultimately helping his family’s 
livelihood.

Since joining, Mulla Bakhshullah has ex-
perienced a significant transformation. 
The programme has provided him with 
the tools to enhance his farming, leading 

to increased productivity and income. 
He says, źA|X °³­z³JªªX |J´ |XӁ°XT ªX
z³XJºӁÉ MÉ z Æ «z ªX º|X º­­Ӂ´ J«T ¦«­ÇӁƆ
XTzX º­  «N³XJ´X ªÉ N³­° É XӁT´Ŷ .º |J´
ªJTX J ³XJӁ T ]X³X«NX  « |­Ç . ªJ«JzX ªÉ
ӁJ«T J«T ´XNÄ³X Z­­T Z­³ ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŶŻ

Through this programme, he has been 
able to actively participate in various ag-
ricultural activities, from sowing seeds to 
tending crops. ź.º |J´ MXX« J ³XÇJ³T «z XÈƆ
°X³ X«NXŴ JӁӁ­Ç «z ªX º­ Ç º«X´´ `³´º|J«T

º|X °­´ ♫ÆX  ª°JNº ­Z º|X´X  «ºX³ÆX«♫­«´
­« ªÉ ZJ³ª «z °³JN♫NX´ J«T ­ÆX³JӁӁ Ӂ ÆXӁ Ɔ
|­­TŶŻ

Mulla Bakhshullah’s dreams are focused 
on creating a stable and secure envi-
ronment for his family. He says, ź. Ç ´|
º­ X«´Ä³X ªÉ ZJª ӁÉ |J´ J N­ªZ­³ºJMӁX Ӂ ZXŴ
XÆX«  « ªÉ ӁJºX³ ÉXJ³´Ŷ 5É T³XJª  ´ º­ MÄ ӁT
J ZÄºÄ³X Ç|X³X ªÉ N| ӁT³X« NJ« N­«♫«ÄX
º|X ³ XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ J«T ªÉ z³J«TN| ӁT³X« |JÆX
JNNX´´ º­ ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´Ŷź

I wish to ensure my family has a comfortable 
life, even in my later years. My dream is to 

build a future where my children can continue 
their education, and my grandchildren have 

access to opportunities.
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Gul Biddin, aged 22 years, does not at-
tend school due to familial responsibili-
ties. He explains, ź. T­ «­º |JÆX º|X ­°°­³Ɔ
ºÄ« ºÉ º­ °Ä³´ÄX XTÄNJ♫­« J´ . Jª º|X ´­ӁX
NJ³XºJ¦X³ Z­³ ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŶ 5É XӁTX³ӁÉ ZJº|X³
 ´ Ä«JMӁX º­ Ç­³¦Ŵ J«T |X JӁ´­ |J´ Æ ´ ­«
 ª°J ³ªX«º´ º|Jº ³X²Ä ³X ªÉ JÀX«♫­« J«T
´Ä°°­³ºŶ .«´ºXJTŴ ªÉ TJÉ´ J³X N­«´ÄªXT MÉ
|J³T ӁJM­Ä³ º­ ´Ä´ºJ « ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŶ . Ӂ­«z Z­³
J ´ºJMӁX ¤­M º­ ´Ä°°­³º ªÉ Ӂ­ÆXT ­«X´Ŵ MÄº
º|X ´º³ÄzzӁX °X³´ ´º´Ŷ . |JÆX N­«ºXª°ӁJºXT
º³JÆXӁӁ «z º­ .³J« Z­³ Ç­³¦ ­°°­³ºÄ« ♫X´Ŵ MÄº
º|X ӁJN¦ ­Z `«J«N JӁ ³X´­Ä³NX´ | «TX³´ º| ´Ŷ
$³­´´ «z º|X M­³TX³  ӁӁXzJӁӁÉ  ´ J ³ ´¦É ­°♫­«
º|Jº N­ÄӁT ³X´ÄӁº  « º³JzXTÉŴ ӁXJÆ «z ªX º­³«
MXºÇXX« º|X TX´°X³J♫­« Z­³ Ӂ ÆXӁ |­­T J«T
º|X ZXJ³ ­Z ³ ´¦ «z ªÉ Ӂ ZXŶŻ

Gul Biddin’s family consists of eight 
members, including his parents, two sis-
ters, two brothers, and his grandmother. 
He has been enrolled in WeWorld’s Cash 
for Work intervention programme due to 
the severity of his circumstances.

Since joining the programme, Gul Biddin 
emotionally expresses, “.º |J´ MXX« J Ӂ ZXƆ
Ӂ «X º|Jº °³XÆX«ºXT ªX Z³­ª N­«´ TX³ «z ª Ɔ
z³J♫«z JM³­JT  « ´XJ³N| ­Z Ç­³¦Ŷ A|X ´Ä°Ɔ
°­³º . ³XNX ÆXT |J´ º³J«´Z­³ªXT ­Ä³ Ӂ ÆX´Ŵ

JӁӁ­Ç «z ªX º­ °³­Æ TX Z­³ ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŹ́ MJ´ N
«XXT´ Ç º| T z« ºÉ J«T |­°XŶŻ

The programme has not only provided fi-
nancial stability but also a renewed sense 
of security and possibility for their future. 
ź. J´° ³X º­ ³X´­ӁÆX ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŹ́ `«J«N JӁ
´º³ÄzzӁX´ J«T º­ °Ä³´ÄX XTÄNJ♫­«  « º|X
ZÄºÄ³XŶŻ

The Story of Gul Biddin

I aspire to resolve my family’s financial struggles 
and to pursue education in the future.
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The Story of Shirin

Shirin, a 40-year-old mother of five, 
takes immense pride in the fact that 
three of her children currently attend 
school. Although she is illiterate, she is 
a passionate advocate for her children’s 
education, recognising its transformative 
potential to break the cycle of poverty 
that has long affected her family.

Shirin lives in a dilapidated house with 
her five children and elderly mother-in-
law. She cares for a household of seven, 
shouldering the responsibilities of her 
family, which includes one son and four 
daughters, as well as her ailing mother-
in-law. She says, ź5É XӁTX´º N| ӁTŴ  «z ӁJŴ

JzXT ǌǐŴ ÇJ´ ªJ³³ XT ­] XJ³ӁÉ TÄX º­ ´XƆ
ÆX³X XN­«­ª N |J³T´| °´Ŷ 5É ­«ӁÉ ´­«Ŵ #XƆ
ӁJӁŴ JzXT ǌǌŴ ´º³ÄzzӁX´ Ç º| ªX«ºJӁ |XJӁº|Ŵ
Ç| N| ³X²Ä ³X´ ª­«º|ӁÉ ªXT NJӁ XÈ°X«´X´Ŷ
5É ­º|X³ N| ӁT³X«ƈ>­z|J JŴ >­ÉXX«JŴ J«T
 Ê ºJƈJӁ´­ «XXT ªÉ NJ³XŴ J«T ªÉ ǑǐƆÉXJ³Ɔ
­ӁT T ´JMӁXT ª­º|X³Ɔ «ƆӁJÇŴ Ç|­ NJ«Źº ÇJӁ¦
J«T |J´ ³X´° ³Jº­³É °³­MӁXª´Ŵ TX°X«T´ ­«
ªX Z­³ |X³ ªXT NJ♫­«´ŶŻ

Shirin was selected for WeWorld’s Cash 
for Food intervention, because of the 
overwhelming challenges she faced after 
becoming the sole caregiver for her chil-
dren following a family tragedy. The lack 
of a steady income made it extremely 

difficult to meet basic needs and sustain 
their livelihoods.

Since joining the programme, Shirin re-
calls, źC°­« ³XNX Æ «z º|X  « ♫JӁ ´ÄªŴ .  ªƆ
ªXT JºXӁÉ °J T ­] TXMº´ J«T M­Äz|º X´´X«Ɔ
♫JӁ Z­­T  ºXª´ Ӂ ¦X ³ NXŴ ­ ӁŴ v­Ä³Ŵ J«T XÆX«
º³XJº´ Z­³ ªÉ N| ӁT³X«Ŷ . JӁ´­ Ä´XT °J³º ­Z  º
º­ MÄÉ ªXT NJ♫­«´ Z­³ ªÉ ´­« J«T ª­º|X³Ɔ
 «ƆӁJÇŴ ³XӁ XÆ «z J |XJÆÉ MÄ³TX«Ŷ A|X ³XӁ XZ
J«T ¤­É . ZXӁº ÇX³X ­ÆX³Ç|XӁª «zŴ ³XvXNºXT
 « º|X |J°°É ZJNX´ ­Z ªÉ N| ӁT³X« Ç|X« .
³XºÄ³«XT |­ªXŶŻ

Shirin acknowledges that earlier partic-
ipation in the programme could have 
prevented her daughter’s early marriage 
and resolved her financial troubles soon-
er. Shirin’s aspirations go beyond imme-
diate relief. ź. T³XJª ­Z J ZÄºÄ³X Ç|X³X ªÉ
N| ӁT³X« ³XNX ÆX ²ÄJӁ ºÉ XTÄNJ♫­«Ŵ ªÉ ´­«Ź´
ªX«ºJӁ |XJӁº|  ª°³­ÆX´Ŵ J«T . NJ« JN| XÆX
`«J«N JӁ  «TX°X«TX«NXŶŻ

I dream of a future where my children 
receive quality education, my son’s mental 

health improves, and I can achieve financial 
independence.
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Safia is 50 years old. Her children attend 
school—her oldest child is in the fourth 
grade, while the younger one is in the 
first grade. Her family consists of six 
members, including her son, two daugh-
ters, and two step-wives.

Safia has accessed WeWorld’s Agricul-
tural Kit Distribution programme, while 
her step-wife, Shah Koko, has been se-
lected for the Cash for Food interven-
tion by WeWorld. She participates in the 
programme because she is a widow, and 
with no breadwinner in the family, she 
and two other widowed women work 
tirelessly in farming, laundry, and other 
demanding tasks to sustain the house-
hold.

Since joining the programme, Safia says, 
źA|X J´´ ´ºJ«NX ÇX ³XNX ÆXT |J´ MXX« J
Ӂ ZXӁ «XŴ |XӁ° «z Ä´ ªXXº ­Ä³ ZJª ӁÉŹ́ MJ´ N
«XXT´Ŷ FXŹÆX Z­Ä«T ³XӁ XZ Z³­ª ­Ä³ TJ ӁÉ
´º³ÄzzӁX´ J«T |JÆX XÈ°X³ X«NXT J «XÇZ­Ä«T
´X«´X ­Z |J°° «X´´ J«T ÇXӁӁƆMX «zŴ M­º|
ªX«ºJӁӁÉ J«T °´ÉN|­Ӂ­z NJӁӁÉŶŻ

Safia’s dreams and aspirations for the 
future are centred around providing a 
better life for her children. She shares, 
ź. X«Æ ´ ­« J ZÄºÄ³X Ç|X³X ªÉ N| ӁT³X« ӁXJT
MXÀX³ Ӂ ÆX´Ŵ T³X´´XT  « `«X³ NӁ­º|X´ J«T Ӂ ÆƆ
 «z  « J ª­³X N­ªZ­³ºJMӁX °ӁJNXŶ A| ´ |­°X
´Ä´ºJ «´ ªX º|³­Äz| º|X N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŵ ZÄXӁӁ «z
ªÉ TX´ ³X º­ N³XJºX J M³ z|ºX³ º­ª­³³­Ç Z­³
ªÉ ZJª ӁÉŶŻ

The Story of Safia 

I envision a future where my children lead better 
lives, dressed in finer clothes and living in a more 

comfortable place. This hope sustains me through 
the challenges, fuelling my desire to create a 

brighter tomorrow for my family.
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The Debate over “Gender Apartheid”

The term “gender apartheid” has emerged as a crucial framework in ad-
dressing the severe violations of women’s rights in Afghanistan. In June 
2023, the UN Special Rapporteur and the Chair of the Working Group 
on Discrimination against Women and Girls highlighted that the decrees 
issued by the Taliban, particularly the suppression of women’s freedoms, 
constitute a form of “gender persecution.” This institutionalised system of 
oppression is characterised by large-scale, systematic abuses of women 
and girls’ fundamental rights, enforced through discriminatory policies and 
harsh methods. Although “gender apartheid” is not explicitly codified in 
international law, it has gained recognition as a way to describe the un-
precedented and state-driven violence against women in Afghanistan. UN 
Member States at both the Security Council and the Human Rights Council 
have adopted the term to illustrate the gravity of the situation, emphasis-
ing the connection between the abuse and the exercise of state power to 
perpetuate misogyny (UN Women, 2024).

In this section of the paper, the voic-
es of Afghan women—whether those 
working in humanitarian efforts with 
WeWorld, or refugees who have es-
caped the country—are shared, offering 
first-hand insights into their experienc-
es, perspectives on being women in Af-
ghanistan, and their hopes for the fu-
ture of their nation. 
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The Right to The Future 
of Women and Girls in Afghanistan
The crisis that Afghanistan is currently 
facing has deep roots in its history, but it 
has intensified significantly since 2021, 
with the withdrawal of international 
forces from the country and the return 
of the Taliban. Afghan women and girls 
are being denied not only access to ed-
ucation and employment, but also the 
very right to make decisions about their 
own lives. 

The Taliban’s rule enforces a system that 
targets women through restrictive poli-
cies and violent repression, cutting them 
off from the freedom to pursue their 
aspirations, contribute to society, and 
shape their own futures. This is a form 
of gender discrimination that seeks to 
erase their identity, deny them public 
presence, and control their basic rights. 
It is an institutionalised oppression that 
deprives women not only of economic 
opportunities, but of their ability to act, 
to resist, and to live with dignity25.

25  As recognised by the international community, this consti-
tutes gender persecution, which could be classified as a crime 
against humanity under article 7.1 (h) of the Rome Statute. This 
has serious legal implications but also provides grounds for Af-
ghan women to seek refuge, as many EU states have begun 
granting asylum based solely on gender persecution (UN Wom-
en, 2024a).

The Role of Afghan 
Men and Boys

While the Taliban’s strict interpretation of the Sharia law imposes significant 
restrictions on women, it is important to recognise that not all Afghan men 
support these policies. Many Afghan men, particularly those who are not 
aligned with the Taliban, do not condone the Morality Law imposed by the 
DfA. These men can play a crucial role in challenging gender discrimination 
and promoting gender equality, even in the face of adversity.

However, in the context of Afghanistan, open dialogues about gender-based 
violence and female empowerment cannot always occur due to the prevail-
ing patriarchal and restrictive environment. Instead, strategies such as com-
munity engagement and trust-building are essential. Collaborating with local 
community leaders and grassroots organisations allows for more discreet ef-
forts to address gender inequality. For instance, local leaders, including men, 
can facilitate consultations with women, offering their homes as safe spaces 
to hide from the Taliban or act as mediators to help bridge the gender divide.

 By employing female community mobilisers, paired with male family 
members (ªJ|³Jª), the organisation promotes the active participation of 
women while ensuring that they are not put at risk of violating restrictive reg-
ulations. Male relatives involved in project implementation can help create 
a safer space for women to engage in discussions and share their feedback.

Additionally, engaging young boys in discussions about the challenges they 
face, especially in female-headed households, helps to address their per-
spectives and vulnerabilities. By acknowledging the burdens they bear, such 
as potential involvement in child labour, interventions can be designed that 
support both male and female youth in vulnerable situations.

In this complex and challenging context, Afghan men, particularly those who 
oppose the Taliban’s gender policies, can be key allies in the fight for gender 
equality by providing support, amplifying women’s voices in safer spaces, and 
working to transform societal attitudes.

The Taliban’s rule enforces 
a system that targets 

women through restrictive 
policies and violent 

repression, cutting them 
off from the freedom to 
pursue their aspirations, 

contribute to society, and 
shape their own futures.
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É­Ä«z z ³Ӂ´ ´ºÄTÉ «z ´XN³XºӁÉ º­ Ç­ªX« ӁXJT «z Ä«TX³z³­Ä«T
ª­ÆXªX«º´Ŵ º|XÉ J³X «­º ÇJ ♫«z º­ MX ´JÆXTƈº|XÉ J³X `z|ºƆ
 «z Z­³ º|Xª´XӁÆX´Ŷ .Z º|X FX´º º³ÄӁÉ ÇJ«º´ º­ ´Ä°°­³º º|XªŴ  º
ªÄ´º ´XX  Zz|J« Ç­ªX« J´ ӁXJTX³´ J«T ÇJ³³ ­³´ ­Z |­°XŴ «­º
J´ ´ÉªM­Ӂ´ ­Z ° ºÉŶŻ

Rahel also shares a heartfelt message for Afghan wom-
en: źH­Ä³ ´º³X«zº|  ´  ªªXJ´Ä³JMӁXŶ (ÆX«  « º|X TJ³¦X´º ª­Ɔ
ªX«º´Ŵ ¦«­Ç º|Jº É­Ä J³X «­º  «Æ ´ MӁXŶ H­Ä³ T³XJª´ J«T É­Ä³
Æ­ NX´ ªJÀX³Ŷ H­Ä J³X TJÄz|ºX³´ ­Z J ӁJ«T ³ N|  « | ´º­³É J«T
³X´ ´ºJ«NXŶ (ÆX³É JNº ­Z TX`J«NXƈXÆX³É z ³Ӂ Ç|­ ° N¦´ Ä° J
M­­¦Ŵ XÆX³É Ç­ªJ« Ç|­ ´°XJ¦´ ­Äºƈ ´ ´|J° «z º|X ZÄºÄ³XŶ
,­ӁT ­« º­ É­Ä³ N­Ä³JzXŶ A|X Ç­³ӁT Ç ӁӁ ­«X TJÉ ¦«­Ç º|Jº  ZƆ
z|J« Ç­ªX« Z­Äz|º «­º ¤Ä´º Z­³ º|Xª´XӁÆX´ MÄº Z­³ JӁӁ Ç­ªX«
XÆX³ÉÇ|X³XŶŻ

Now in Italy, Rahel works tirelessly to raise awareness 
through her writings, speeches, and advocacy. ź* « ´| «z
ªÉ XTÄNJ♫­«  ´ J TX`J«NX JzJ «´º º|­´X Ç|­ º³ XT º­ ´ ӁX«NX
ªXŶ .ºŹ´ «­º ¤Ä´º Z­³ ªXƈ ºŹ´ Z­³ XÆX³É z ³Ӂ  «  Zz|J« ´ºJ« TX« XT
º| ´ ³ z|ºŶ 5É JN♫Æ ´ª  ´ ³­­ºXT  « º|X ´º­³ X´ ­Z  Zz|J« Ç­ªƆ
X« J«T z ³Ӂ´Ŷ A|XÉ J³X «­º Æ­ NXӁX´´ Æ N♫ª´ŵ º|XÉ J³X ÇJ³³ ­³´
­Z ³X´ Ӂ X«NX J«T ´º³X«zº|Ŷ . Ç ӁӁ N­«♫«ÄX º­ `z|º Z­³ º|X ³ Æ­ NƆ
X´ º­ MX |XJ³T J«T º|X ³ ³ z|º´ º­ MX ³X´º­³XTŶŻ

Afghan women face immense 
challenges, but they are 

not powerless. They fight 
every day in ways the world 

often ignores. From young 
girls studying secretly to 

women leading underground 
movements, they are not 

waiting to be saved—they are 
fighting for themselves. 

The ‘voice ban’ is not just 
an attack on free speech—
it’s an attempt to erase our 

existence. For someone like 
me, who has always believed 

in the power of words to 
bring change, it feels like an 

assault on the soul. When 
women are silenced, it’s not 

just a personal loss but a 
collective one.

Rahel Saya is an Afghan freelance journalist and activist for 
women’s and children’s rights. She has won multiple jour-
nalism awards, including the Biagio Agnes Award (2021) 
and Donne in Corsa Award (2024). Her work highlights 
the struggles of Afghan women, featured in internation-
al publications and her chapter ź5É 2 ZXŻ in +ÄJ³TJ N­ªX
Ä«J &­««J. She has spoken at global forums, including 
the Austrian and Catalonian parliaments. Now 24, Rahel 
studies Global Humanities at Sapienza University, Rome, 
while continuing to amplify the voices of Afghan women 
through journalism and documentaries.

Reflecting on her life in Afghanistan, Rahel says: ź5É Ӂ ZX
MXZ­³X . ӁXx ÇJ´ J ºJ°X´º³É ­Z N­«º³J´º´Ŵ Ç­ÆX« Ç º| ÇJ³ªº|Ŵ
º³JT ♫­«Ŵ J«T J N­«´ºJ«º °ÄӁӁ º­ÇJ³T J« Ä«NX³ºJ « ZÄºÄ³XŶ
 ´ J N| ӁTŴ . |XJ³T Ç| ´°X³´ ­Z ÇJ³´ J«T N­«v Nº´ º|Jº ZXӁº
T ´ºJ«º MÄº TXX°ӁÉ ³XJӁŶ +³­Ç «z Ä°Ŵ . MXzJ« º­ Ä«TX³´ºJ«T
º|X ÇX z|º ­Z Ӂ Æ «z  « J N­Ä«º³É º­³« J°J³º MÉ Æ ­ӁX«NXŶ FX
Ӂ ÆXT  « º|X ºX«´ ­« MXºÇXX« º|X T³XJª ­Z J MXÀX³ Ӂ ZX J«T
º|X |J³´| ³XJӁ ºÉ J³­Ä«T Ä´Ŷ .º ÇJ´«Źº J °X³ZXNº Ӂ ZXŴ MÄº  º ÇJ´
ZÄӁӁ ­Z °­´´ M Ӂ ♫X´Ŷ . N­ÄӁT  ªJz «X J º­ª­³³­Ç Ç|X³X °XJNX
Ç­ÄӁT °³XÆJ ӁŶ #Äº º|Jº |­°X ÇJ´ ³ °°XT JÇJÉ Z³­ª Ä´Ŵ JӁ­«z
Ç º| º|X Ӂ ZX ÇX |JT MÄ ӁºŶŻ

In 2021, like many of her compatriots, Rahel made the 
difficult decision to leave Afghanistan. ź2XJÆ «z ÇJ´ «­º J
N|­ NX . ªJTX Ӂ z|ºӁÉƈ º ÇJ´ M­³« ­Äº ­Z ´Ä³Æ ÆJӁŴ J ³X´°­«´X
º­ ZXJ³Ŵ Æ ­ӁX«NXŴ J«T º|X X³­´ ­« ­Z ªÉ ³ z|º´Ŷ (ÆX³É ª­ªX«º
ÇJ´ ­ÆX³´|JT­ÇXT MÉ TJ«zX³Ŵ J«T º|X ZÄºÄ³X |XӁT «­ °³­ªƆ
 ´XŶ A|X ¤­Ä³«XÉ ÇJ´ |XJ³ºM³XJ¦ «zŵ ӁXJÆ «z MX| «T ªÉ N­Ä«Ɔ
º³ÉŴ ªÉ |­ªXŴ J«T ªÉ  TX«♫ºÉ ZXӁº Ӂ ¦X ºXJ³ «z J°J³º ° XNX´ ­Z
ªÉ ´­ÄӁŶ HXºŴ º|X³X ÇJ´ J v N¦X³ ­Z |­°X º|Jº ¦X°º ªX z­ «zŶ
 ³³ Æ «z  « .ºJӁÉ M³­Äz|º M­º| ³XӁ XZ J«T N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŷ #X «z J
³XZÄzXX  ´ «XÆX³ XJ´Éƈº|X Ä«ZJª Ӂ J³ NÄӁºÄ³XŴ ӁJ«zÄJzXŴ J«T
 ´­ӁJ♫­« ÇX³X ­ÆX³Ç|XӁª «zŶ #Äº .ºJӁÉ zJÆX ªX J ³XZÄzXŴ J
N|J«NX º­ ³XMÄ ӁT ªÉ Ӂ ZXŴ J«T º|X |­°X º|Jº °XJNXŴ ¤­ÉŴ J«T J
ZÄºÄ³X J³X ´♫ӁӁ °­´´ MӁXŶŻ

Since arriving in Italy, Rahel has dedicated herself to am-
plifying the voices of Afghan women and girls who remain 
in the country. She shares stories of resistance, like Leila, 
a young girl risking her safety to attend secret classes, and 
women who continue to teach in underground schools 
despite the Taliban’s bans. źA|X´X ´º­³ X´ ³XvXNº º|X Ä«É XӁTƆ
 «z ´º³X«zº| ­Z  Zz|J« Ç­ªX«Ŷ A|X ³ TX´ ³X Z­³ XTÄNJ♫­«  ´
«­º ¤Ä´º JM­Äº ­°°­³ºÄ« ºÉƈ ºŹ´ J Ӂ ZXӁ «XŴ J ÇJÉ º­ ³XNӁJ ª
º|X ³ ZÄºÄ³X´Ŵ J«T J ÇXJ°­« JzJ «´º ­°°³X´´ ­«ŶŻ

The Taliban’s strict edicts, such as banning women from 
education and public life under so-called “morality laws,” 
have deeply affected Rahel, particularly the “voice ban,” 
which prohibits women from being heard in public. źA|X
ŸÆ­ NX MJ«Ź  ´ «­º ¤Ä´º J« JÀJN¦ ­« Z³XX ´°XXN|ƈ ºŹ´ J« JºƆ
ºXª°º º­ X³J´X ­Ä³ XÈ ´ºX«NXŶ *­³ ´­ªX­«X Ӂ ¦X ªXŴ Ç|­ |J´
JӁÇJÉ´ MXӁ XÆXT  « º|X °­ÇX³ ­Z Ç­³T´ º­ M³ «z N|J«zXŴ  º ZXXӁ´
Ӂ ¦X J« J´´JÄӁº ­« º|X ´­ÄӁŶ F|X« Ç­ªX« J³X ´ ӁX«NXTŴ  ºŹ´
«­º ¤Ä´º J °X³´­«JӁ Ӂ­´´ MÄº J N­ӁӁXN♫ÆX ­«XŶ .ºŹ´ J MӁ­Ç º­
Z³XXT­ªŴ J ´ºJ³¦ ³Xª «TX³ º|Jº Ç|X« ­«X Æ­ NX  ´ ºJ¦X«Ŵ º|X
Ç|­ӁX N­ªªÄ« ºÉ ´Ä]X³´ŶŻ

Rahel believes that Afghan men and boys play a critical 
role in advancing gender equality. źA|XÉ J³X «­º MÉ´ºJ«TƆ
X³´ƈº|XÉ J³X ¦XÉ º­ T ´ªJ«ºӁ «z º|X ´É´ºXª´ ­Z ­°°³X´´ ­«
º|Jº |JÆX ´ ӁX«NXT Ç­ªX« Z­³ zX«X³J♫­«´Ŷ A³ÄX JӁӁÉ´| °
ªXJ«´ Ӂ ´ºX« «z º­ Ç­ªX«Ŵ Jª°Ӂ ZÉ «z º|X ³ Æ­ NX´Ŵ J«T N|JӁƆ
ӁX«z «z |J³ªZÄӁ º³JT ♫­«´Ŷ 5X« ªÄ´º N­«Z³­«º º|X ³ °³ Æ ӁXzX´
J«T JTÆ­NJºX Z­³ Ç­ªX«Ź´ ³ z|º´ Jº XÆX³É ӁXÆXӁŴ Z³­ª º|X ³
ZJª Ӂ X´ º­ º|X z­ÆX³«ªX«ºŶ 6­ ´­N XºÉ NJ« º|³ ÆX Ç|X« |JӁZ
 º´ °­°ÄӁJ♫­«  ´ |XӁT MJN¦ŶŻ

In addressing Western societies, Rahel challenges the 
perception of Afghan women as helpless victims. “WestƆ
X³« ´­N X♫X´ ­xX« ³XTÄNX  Zz|J« Ç­ªX« º­ ´ºX³X­ºÉ°X´ ­Z
Æ N♫ª|­­TŴ X³J´ «z º|X ³ ´º³X«zº| J«T ³X´ Ӂ X«NXŶ HX´Ŵ  Zz|J«
Ç­ªX« ZJNX  ªªX«´X N|JӁӁX«zX´Ŵ MÄº º|XÉ J³X «­º °­ÇX³ӁX´´Ŷ
A|XÉ `z|º XÆX³É TJÉ  « ÇJÉ´ º|X Ç­³ӁT ­xX«  z«­³X´Ŷ *³­ª

Rahel Saya
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der equality is increasingly sidelined. This 
makes the need for gender-transforma-
tive humanitarian approaches—which go 
beyond mere mitigation of harm to fun-
damentally challenge gendered power 
structures—more urgent than ever.

1. Feminist humanitarianism chal-
lenges the existing structures of power 
and inequality that underpin humanitarian 
crises, advocating for an approach that is 
inclusive, participatory, and focused on 
the agency of women and girls. It seeks to 
address the root causes of gender-based 
violence and inequality, working not just 
to alleviate immediate harm but also to 
shift the systems that perpetuate it . Fem-
inist humanitarianism promotes women’s 
leadership, participation, and accounta-
bility in humanitarian processes, ensuring 
that responses are both gender-sensitive 
and culturally relevant.

Despite these challenges, the potential 
for transformative change remains. By 
rethinking the humanitarian system with 
feminist humanitarianism at its core—pri-
oritising women’s leadership, agency, and 
gender-responsive policies—global actors 
can reverse these setbacks and pave the 
way for a more just and equitable future.

1  For further information see |À°´ḾƂƂÇÇÇŶZXª « ´º|ÄªJ« ºJ³ Ɔ
J««XºÇ­³¦Ŷ­³zƂJƆZXª « ´ºƆ|ÄªJ« ºJ³ J«Ɔ´É´ºXª

0.34%

Feminist humanitarianism 
challenges the existing 

structures of power and 
inequality that underpin 

humanitarian crises, 
advocating for an approach 

that is inclusive, participatory, 
and focused on the agency 

of women and girls. It seeks 
to address the root causes of 

gender-based violence and 
inequality, working not just to 
alleviate immediate harm but 
also to shift the systems that 

perpetuate it.

2.  
Key Findings
The study identified persistent chal-
lenges and opportunities for advancing 
gender equality within humanitarian 
contexts. These findings draw on the 
analysis of global reports, quantitative 
data, and literature on gender and hu-
manitarian action.

•
Humanitar-

ian crises exacerbate existing gen-
der inequalities, leaving women and 
girls disproportionately vulnerable 
to social, economic, and political 
marginalisation. Structural barriers 
limit women’s access to resources, 
decision-making power, and tai-
lored humanitarian assistance.

•
 

Globally, women remain underrep-
resented in leadership positions 
across humanitarian organizations. 
Studies and programmes have 
shown that the inclusion of women 
in decision-making leads to more 
inclusive, effective, and sustaina-
ble outcomes in humanitarian pro-
gramming. However, systemic bar-
riers prevent their full participation 
at leadership levels.

•

 GBV is a pervasive issue in cri-
sis settings, with women and girls 
facing heightened risks of sexual 
violence, exploitation, and abuse. 
Gaps in prevention and response 
services—such as the lack of safe 
spaces and inadequate funding for 
survivor-centred initiatives—com-
pound the impact of GBV on af-
fected populations.

•

The gender funding gap continues 
to hinder the effectiveness of hu-
manitarian efforts. Women’s rights 
organisations, particularly at the 
grassroots level, get just 0.34% of 
total global aid flows (Global Fund 
for Women, 2024). This chronic 
underfunding prevents the im-
plementation of long-term, gen-
der-transformative interventions.

, 

particularly at the 

grassroots level, 

 0.34% 

(Global Fund for Women, 2024).

1. 
An Uncertain Future:  
The Crisis Facing Women’s Rights 
Humanitarian crises continue to dispro-
portionately impact women and girls, 
often exacerbating pre-existing gender 
inequalities and creating new barriers to 
their rights and well-being. Women and 
girls face compounded vulnerabilities—
stemming from socio-political instabili-
ty, economic collapse, and underfunded 
humanitarian responses—that undermine 
their potential for empowerment. Despite 
efforts from donors and humanitarian or-
ganisations, gender-sensitive initiatives 
remain severely underfunded. For exam-
ple, gender-based violence, one of the 
most pressing concerns in crisis settings, 
is still among the most underfunded sec-
tors in global humanitarian aid. As of No-
vember 2024, only 27% of the required 
funding for GBV programmes had been 
met (OCHA, 2024). 

A key issue to address is the deepening 
funding gap in the coming years. With 92 
million people expected to require protec-
tion from and services for GBV, including 
11 million pregnant women in need of 
aid , the global community must urgently 
scale up financial commitments to meet 
these needs (UNFPA, 2024). The urgen-
cy of this issue is amplified by restrictive 
socio-political policies, which only exacer-

bate gender inequalities in already fragile 
contexts.

A pivotal moment in the trajectory of in-
ternational humanitarian response oc-
curred early in Donald Trump’s presidency 
in January 2025. In his first days in office, 
Trump implemented significant cuts to hu-
manitarian funding and took actions that 
might reshape the global aid landscape. 
He moved to withdraw the U.S. from the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and 
imposed a halt on USAID activities, block-
ing all agency funds for 90 days while as-
sessing which programmes aligned with 
the agenda of his new administration. Al-
though it is too early to fully assess the 
actual impacts of these decisions, both 
measures risk directly affecting the ability 
to address global health and humanitarian 
needs, particularly for vulnerable popula-
tions, including women and girls.

Trump’s cuts to the WHO and his chal-
lenge to multilateral cooperation represent 
a broader shift away from global solidarity 
and human rights commitments, including 
the gender equality agenda that had been 
promoted in previous years. One of the 
most controversial policies enacted during 
his presidency was the reinstatement and 
expansion of the Global Gag Rule (officially 
known as the Mexico City Policy). This rule 
prohibited foreign organisations receiving 
U.S. funding from providing, promoting, or 
even discussing abortion services as part 

of their healthcare programmes, even with 
their own non-U.S. funds. Initially reinstat-
ed in his first days in office in 2017, Trump 
doubled down on this policy during his 
second mandate, making the decision to 
reinstate it yet again in the early days of 
his second term. This demonstrated a con-
sistent and deliberate prioritisation of an 
agenda that curtailed reproductive health 
rights globally.

Gender-focused programmes, especially 
those targeting sexual and reproductive 
health and rights, were particularly imper-
illed, further deepening gender disparities 
in crises. 

The 
repeated reinstatement of the Global Gag 
Rule exacerbated pre-existing inequali-
ties, leaving vulnerable populations—par-
ticularly women and girls—without access 
to critical care and protection in times of 
crisis, and further eroding the progress 
made in advancing gender equality on 
the global stage (Center for Reproductive 
Rights, 2025).

These actions, combined with ongoing 
geopolitical tensions and rising national-
ism globally, have created a precarious sit-
uation for women’s rights and humanitar-
ian responses. The future of humanitarian 
action now faces not only a financial crisis 
but also a political one—one in which gen-

As of November 2024,

only 27%

(OCHA, 2024).

27%

With 92 million people 

including 11 million 

 

in need of aid
(UNFPA, 2024)

https://www.feministhumanitariannetwork.org/a-feminist-humanitarian-system
https://www.feministhumanitariannetwork.org/a-feminist-humanitarian-system


Conclusions and Recommendations 109Her Future at Risk. The Cost of Humanitarian Crises on Women and Girls.108

Key Findings from Interviews 
with WeWorld Humanitarian Staff

In-depth interviews with WeWorld’s humanitarian staff 
members from various crisis-affected regions provided 
valuable insights into the realities on the ground. These 
staff, many of whom are women from national staff with 
direct experience in managing humanitarian efforts, 
shared their perspectives on the challenges and oppor-
tunities in integrating gender equality into humanitarian 
action. Some of the key findings that emerged from these 
interviews include:

•
A clear takeaway 

from the interviews was the need for tailored strate-
gies that are adaptable to the specific socio-political 
and cultural contexts of each crisis. Effective gen-
der-transformative actions must reflect local realities 
and prioritise the voices of women from the affected 
communities. A one-size-fits-all approach was widely 
seen as inadequate, as it often fails to address the nu-
anced needs of different groups of women and girls.

•
Across all crisis contexts, 

protection from GBV was consistently highlighted as 
one of the most urgent needs. Women’s safety in cri-
sis zones is often compromised due to displacement, 
lack of legal protection, and economic vulnerability. 
Respondents emphasised the importance of not only 
providing immediate protection services but also devel-
oping long-term strategies to address the root causes 
of gender-based violence.

•
 Several interviewees noted the urgent need for 

increased support in the areas of sexual and reproduc-
tive health and mental health. Crisis situations amplify 
the psychological trauma women and girls experience, 
often leading to long-term mental health challenges. 
Psychosocial support was highlighted as a necessary 
complement to other humanitarian services, ensuring 
women’s holistic well-being.

•
Empowering women economical-

ly was a major theme across the interviews. Economic 
independence is seen as a crucial factor in reducing 
aid dependency and male dependency in humanitar-
ian settings. Respondents called for more investment 
in income-generating activities, vocational training, and 
microfinance programmes that can help women regain 
their agency and resilience in crisis environments.

•
Despite progress, the humanitar-

ian field remains predominantly male-dominated, par-
ticularly in peace-keeping and decision-making roles. 
Many of the interviewees emphasised the importance 
of increasing women’s representation in leadership po-
sitions, as their perspectives are essential in shaping 
more effective, inclusive responses to crises.

•
 In several contexts, patriarchal 

norms continue to be a major barrier to the full par-
ticipation of women and girls in humanitarian aid ef-
forts and decision-making. Respondents pointed out 
that any humanitarian response must include strat-
egies to challenge these norms through community 
engagement, education, and male allyship to break 
down the cultural barriers that limit women’s free-
dom and access to resources.

•

 Women and girls 
who experience compounded vul-
nerabilities—such as those based 
on displacement, disability, or mi-
nority status—face even greater 
challenges in accessing humani-
tarian assistance. Climate-relat-
ed crises have further deepened 
gendered inequalities, dispropor-
tionately affecting women’s liveli-
hoods and their ability to recover 
from disasters.

•

 The mental 
health needs of women and girls in 
crisis settings remain underfunded 
and under-prioritised. Survivors 
of trauma, particularly GBV, of-
ten lack access to comprehensive 
mental health services, which are 
critical for fostering resilience and 
recovery.

•
 

Crises do not affect only the pres-
ent generation—they create long-
term cycles of trauma and inequal-
ity that impact girls’ futures. The 
inability to access education, eco-
nomic opportunities, and protec-
tion from violence results in gen-
erational trauma that perpetuates 
disadvantage. Addressing these 
challenges is not only about re-
sponding to immediate needs but 
ensuring intergenerational justice 
for girls, so they can grow up in 
safer, more equitable conditions.

•
 Despite 

the barriers they face, women are 
key agents of resilience in crisis-af-
fected areas. Evidence highlights 
the effectiveness of women-led 
initiatives in areas such as com-
munity resource management, 
conflict resolution, and livelihood 
development. Empowering women 
is essential not only for advanc-
ing gender equality but also for 
strengthening the overall impact of 
humanitarian responses.

•

 Many humanitarian organ-
isations lack the frameworks and 
capacity to implement effective 
gender-responsive programming. 
Barriers such as insufficient gen-
der-disaggregated data, limited 
gender expertise, and weak ac-
countability mechanisms impede 
progress toward gender equality in 
crisis settings.

•
Rigid do-

nor practices, including inflexible 
funding agreements and excessive 
conditionalities, often hinder the 
ability of humanitarian organisa-
tions to address gender-specific 
needs. Moreover, donors seldom 
prioritize long-term support for 
locally led women-focused initia-
tives, further marginalizing grass-
roots efforts.

•

 The concept of 
feminist humanitarianism offers a 
transformative approach by cen-
tring gender equality and wom-
en’s rights in all aspects of crisis 
response. This framework empha-
sises addressing the root causes 
of gender inequality, promoting 
systemic change, and ensuring 
that women’s voices and leader-
ship are at the forefront of hu-
manitarian action.

The concept 
of feminist 

humanitarianism 
offers a transformative 

approach by centring 
gender equality and 

women’s rights in 
all aspects of crisis 

response. 

Empowering women is 
essential not only for 

advancing gender equality 
but also for strengthening 

the overall impact of 
humanitarian responses.
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